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For the Religious Moniior. 
“REAT ENCOURAGEMENT TO SMALL BEGINNING 


The question will naturally be, of what? I answer, of every 
thing truly agreeable to the spirit and design of the gospel, un 
lertaken in obedience to a Divine command. For example, an 
individual beginning to search aftér and to profess the truth— 
ihe head of a family beginning to set up religion in his house- 
« neighbourhood beginning to show respect to the christian Sab- 
bath, and all the ordinances of the gospel—two or three begin 
ing to meet togetner for prayer and spiritual conference. I think 
all these beginnings, however small, have reason to expect great 
encouragement from God’s promise and providence. But, the 
case to which I would say a few words, may comprehend al} 
these, viz: afew people beginning a visible christian society np- 
on evangelical principles. 

This is frequently to be met with in the history of the churel 
| presume that many who read the Monitor, could furnish instan 
ces from their own knowledge, and perhaps yourself, Mr. Editor. 
could mention some.* These, I would call infant congregations 
These, are the proper objects of the church’s tenderest sympathy 
and fostering care, and have as strong a claim upon it, as the babe 
has upon her that bore it; and in an ordinary way, they are as 
much dependent upon it for their subsistence and growth. And 
who can doubt that tt is the duty of the church to afford it, to the 
utmost of her power? These church infants, have generally to 
struggle under a greater proportion of difficulty and discourage 
ment, than a church come to her maturity. But because it does 
uot appear so great upon comparison, very many absurdly esteem 
it as light and triviai, and pav it little or no attention. Such con 





* See “ Secession church in tire Orkney Islands,” at the end of this article 
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duct, besides being ridiculous and absurd, is most unfelling, and 
must be set down as one, and none of the least, of the discourage 
ments of small beginnings. 

Besides neglect or indifference from her who ought to foster 
them with the utmost of maternal tenderness, these infant socie- 
ties are frequently situated among a class of beings who seem tc 
enjoy a feast in holding up their infantine exertions and strug 
gles to derision, just as ifa child ought to be a Hercules. There is 
aspecimen of this barbaroustreatment recorded in the 4th chapter 
of Nehemiah ‘But it cameto pass, when Sanballat heard that 
we builded the wall, he was wroth and took great indignation. 
and mocked the Jews, and spake before his brethren, the army ot 
Samaria, and said, ‘‘ What do these feeble Jews? Will they forti 
fy themselves? Will they sacrifice? Will they make an end 
in one day? Will they revive the stones out of the heaps of rub 
bish which are buried? Now Tobiah the Ammonite was with 
him, and he said, even that which they build, if a fox go up, he 
will break down their stone wall.” These were two mighty 
men, and they have blessed the earth with a numerous progeny 
for there is hardly an instance of an infant society showing the 
first indications of life, in any age or part of the world, where 
some of their brave sons are not ready with the sarcastic sneer. 

People often take an unfeeling and irrational pleasure, i 
frightening children by uncouth and unnatural sounds. It is ea 
sily accomplished, and it may be, and often is, followed by dire 
ful consequences; the effects of which, last through life. Very 
like to this, there is often an uncouth and frightful ery raised and 
kept up in the hearing of infant societies. ‘‘ Oh, I fear they can 
not live.” “Itis not possible they canstand.” “1am afraid they 
must go down.” “It is madness and folly for them to think ot 
keeping up,” &c. 

There are three or four descriptions of people who join in this 
ery. There are those who, at all times, account “ the preaching 
of the cross, foolishness,” and of course, every endeavour to 
make provision for it. They care not, whether they stand up or 
go down; but only, in philosophic pride, take liberty on the oc 
casion, to show their skill in the calculation of chances. There 
are, the “ fearful and the unbelieving,” who, for some reason or 
other wish to appear religious; but cannot be prevailed on to 
trust any thing to the care and faithfulness of the church’s God. 
There are others, who sincerely desire the contrary; but their 
faith is weak, and they thoughtlessly take np the popular ery.— 
There are others who are scarce of plausible excuses for not put- 
ting their shoulder to the wheel, and they take this way to mak: 
it appear that it would be vain and fruitless. And there are ot}: 
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ers, who de it from a feeling of tenderness, pretty much like that 
of the Amalekite, who came with his clothes rent and earth upon 
his head, to tell David that Saul was dead; for himself had the 
sympathy to kill him, because he was sure he could not live! This 
was very tender and generous, and while it afforded the wish- 
ed for relief to Saul, it would do no hurt to himself. ‘“ Will not 
this be welcome news to David, surely he will not send me away 
with an empty pocket, and perhaps I may be preferred to an 
office.”’ 

Ah what a mistake! Perhaps, Sir, you know that it is possible 
by working upon the imagination, to make a person in sound 
health sicken and die; and perhaps some who join in this cry are 
aware of it too. Only let a number in concert tell the man one 
ifter another, with an air of serious concern, “that he looks ill,”’ 
‘that he must surely feel very bad,”’ “‘that he ought not to be ouf 
f bed,” &c. and it will at length become really the case. And 
some have philosophy enoughto know that a similar effect may 
he produced by the above cry upon an infant society. 

Another circumstance of a discouraging nature is very natu 
rally produced by this manner of talking about a society: viz 
the fastening of all eyes upon it, to see the event take place. — 
Chis cannot fail to produce a disagreeable sensation: to know 
that they are the common talk—that their every movement is 
strictly watched—their weakness and failings are critically ob 
served and condemned. And there is no allowance to be made 
for them, no credit isto be given them for any thing commenda 
ble, their strenuous efforts to get along, their patience their per- 
severance; these are not observed. No help must be given them 
they have received their extreme unction; neither bread nor wa- 
ter, nor relief of any kind must be granted by any one. The 
public wait in certain expectation of seeing the last gasp. If 
there be among them any one that is weak and faint hearted, or 
any one that is easily persuaded, or that is terrified at being un 
popular, he is sure at this time, to increase the perplexity of his 
brethren, by his fears snd apprehensions, his hesitations and shift 
ings. 

{f there be among them, (and happy are they above the common 
lot of societies if there be not,) a Judas, thisisthe very time 
that suits his purpose. To gain favour with the great, the popular 
and fashionable side; to secure some secular advantage, or simply 
to turn aside the current of obloquy from himself, he betrays them 
into the hands of their enemies. His words are smoother than oil, 
yet are they drawn swords. With an impudent face he offers the 
kisses of friendship, and presently turns round and joins in the 
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laugh of their adversaries. He divulges their private affairs, and 
allows them to be misrepresented, traduced and ridiculed, with 
out offering a word in their behalf. This gives a severe blow t« 
their feelings, what time soever it comes to light. 

About this time, also, the hoarse forbidding voice of Party 
Spirit is heard, in low whispering insinuations, dark allusions 
uncandid criticisms, misrepresentations, &c. 

And last of all comes Satan, bringing up the rear of his host 
to swallow them up at once. Now their own propensities are set 
a stir. First, he tries to touch their pride; next, their vanity: 
and then, their unbelief ; until at last he finds out their sin which 
doth so easily beset them. At one time, they are allured and 
persuaded; at another, threatened. Or, perhaps, some specula 
tive question, involving some difficulty, is agitated; his object 
hen, is, to rouse and inflame the passions, to hurry them on to in 
temperate measures, and still more intemperate language, and it 
possible, to divide them, and then, his work is accomplished 
it is thus, he sifts them like wheat, and often brings them to the 
very verge of extinction. 

Poor infant ! Sad is thy situation! Heavy thy discouragements' 
fo drop a tear at thy calamity were no disgrace. But what is t» 
be done? Shall hope be allowed to die, and fell despair take th: 
reins? By no means; despair is none of the blessings laid up in 
store, in God’s covenant, for his church; and is, therefore, neve) 
dispensed to her in his providence; it can of course, never be he: 
duty, but her infirmity. It is altogether out of the question. 1 
would answer farther, that while you continue diligent in the use 
of all appointed means, and the best of these in your reach; trust 
to none of them for relief. Your duty and interest calls you t: 
embrace every opportunity for promoting the cause, to employ 
every means, neither slighting nor neglecting any appointment 
of God. These are so many tithes of respect, confidence and love, 
which he exacts from his people. And without these, it is no 
thing less, than arrogant presumption, to expect his blessing; fo: 
he says, “‘ Bring all the tithes into my store house, and prove me 
herewith, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and 
pour you out a blessing till there shall not be room to recieve 
it.’ But on the other hand, to look to this or that means, or in 
strument, is to provoke God to shut heaven, and refuse to hear 
your prayers. 

Once more I would answer in the negative, beware of seeking 
relief from your straits by compromising truth and holiness, evei: 
in their jots and tittles. If the Devil finds that you can be indu 
‘ed to let go atittle of either, he will soon contrive to take al: 
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from you in tittles. In this way, you may promise to yourselves 
the praise of men, and a rapid increase of your numbers; but 
what will God say, and how will he look upon it?’ Be faithful 
to God’s interest, and he will be faithful to yours. Draw nigh 
to God, saying, abba, Father, and he will draw nigh to you. 

I shall now point out a few of the many and Great encourage- 
ments you have to do so, and to plead before him, with boldness 
and confidence. 

Bildad says to Job, Ch. viii. 6. “If thou wert pure and upright, 
surely now, he would wake for thee, and make the habitation 
of thy righteousness prosperous. Though thy beginning was 
small, yet should thy latter end greatly increase.” Though his 
opinion of Job’s character, and the dispensations of’providence, 
sowards him, was entirely wrong, yet in this, he spake truth. — 
Chis contains one of the maxims of God’s providence to his 
church. When or where, was there an instance of a society of 
‘s0d’s people, however small, continuing pure and upright in the 
profession of their faith, and yet not prospering? If their habita- 
tion, be indeed the habitation of righteousness, while God 
continues to love righteousness and hate iniquity, it must be 
prosperous. It is admitted, that we have mary instances, both in 
sacred and profane history, of societies of God’s professing people 
dwindling and becoming low; but their unfaithfulness, in some 
particular or other, is always the cause assigned. They have, in 
some part, forgotten the Lord that redeemed them; or in some- 
thing, belied their profession and broken their solemn vows. This 
was always the procuring cause of the low estate to which Israel 
was often reduced. The seven churches in Asia, mentioned in 
Revelation, were once famous, now they are low indeed; scarcely 
a vestige of one of them exists; but the reason was, “ thou hast 
left thy first love;” “because thou hast them, which hold the 
doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumbling block 
hefore the children of Israel,” &c. ‘‘ so hast thou, also, them who 
hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes, which thing [hate;” “be- 
cause thou sutferest that woman Jezebel,” &c. ‘* thou hast a name 
that thou livest, and art dead,’ &c. “thou art neither cold nor 
hot’’—* because thou sayest I am rich and increased in goods and 
stand in need of nothing.” While the churches of the Reforma- 
jion continued in their purity and uprightness, they continued to 
prosper; but as they departed from it, they declined, and now they 
are low indeed. And I doubt not, but your readers could from 
‘heir own acquaintance with the history of churches and congre- 
xations, adduce instances in point. Let the small beginning, first, 
ake sure of purity and uprightness, and contend and strive for 
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it, and hold it fast, and then depend upon it, the society, howey 
er small, will prosper, in the scriptural sense of the word. Only 
‘‘ wait patiently for him, do not fret.” 

“A little one shall become a thousand, and a small one a strong 
nation, I the Lord, will hasten it in his time.” Isaiah, lx. 20.— 
Here is great encouragement to small beginnings. This word 
has proceeded out of the mouth of God, who cannot lie, and i! 
shall not return unto him void; his counsel shall stand, and he 
will do all his pleasure. The whole chapter seems plainly to ap 
ply to New Testament times, and inan eminent degree to the lat 
ter days, when God shall say to the Jews, “arise and shine for 
your light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon you 
—and the gentiles shall come to thy light,” &c. Yet, we appre- 
hend, it isnot to be confined to any particular period. It has often 
been fulfilled already, in the experience of the church, and may 
be again, before the days of millennial glory. I consider, that a 
tulfilling of it was witnessed on the day of Pentecost—that the 
tew Jewish converts, in sundry places, who clave to the apostles 
and afterwards grew up to be flourishing congregations or a num 
ber of congregations, was a fulfilling of it—that the wonderful 
success which attended the preaching of Luther, Calvin, Zuin- 
glius, Knox, and others, shortly before and after that period, was 
a fulfilling of it. It is pretty well known, to the most of your 
readers, how small a beginning the Secession had in Scotland, in 
1733, and what it is now, in that country, in England, in Ireland, 
in Nova-Scotia, and in the United States. It is well known, how 
small a beginning the Associate church in North America had, 
after the union of the Associate Reformed took place in 1782.— 
The beginning of the Reformed Synod, after that event, was 
smaller still. And it will not, by any one who knows the histo- 
ry of these churches, be disputed, that their increase has at least 
been as great as their stedfastness in their profession. These | 
took npon as a fulfilling of this promise. Were I able to lay before 
the reader the history of each of the congregations belonging 
to these churches, he would perhaps see just as many small begin- 
aings, encreased to what they have now become, in the good 
providence of God. Small beginnings, ought therefore, to infer 
encouragement from all this, and plead the farther fulfilment of 
this promise, in their own case; only they ought to beware of 
‘imiting God to a time a manner or an instrument. Leave these 
to him who has to do the work, but keep him to this word. And 
if he should appear to tarry, wait for him; he has an appointed 
time. And he will hasten in his time, he will not make a mo- 

ent’s unnecessary delay. 
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The prophet Zechariah is directed to say to the Jews, and to 
‘write for our learning.” ‘ Who hath despised the day of smal! 
things.” Ch. iv. 12. To understand what he refers to, it is ne- 
cessary to read what Haggai says, Ch. ii. 3. ‘‘ Who is left among 
youthat saw this house in her first glory? And how do ye see it 
now? Is it now in your eyes in comparison of it as nothing?”— 
The comparison made some of the women weep. When we 
consider that they who are immediately concerned in small be- 
ginnings are themselves very ready to despise that day we should 
wonder less that others do so. Whatever men think, the day of 
small things is calculated to injure pride, vanity and the carnal 
mind, a great deal more than faith in him who is invisible, or 
humility or any thing peculiar to the new creature. The truth 
is, if it be rightly understood and improved, it will be the day of 
great things. It generally brings forth strong faith, great sted- 
fastness, great love, great humility; and these make great minis. 
ters and great christians; and these again, produce great edifica- 
tion and comfort of the Holy Ghost, which is great glory to the 
grace of God. Let the reader look back to that day of small 
things, immediately after Christ’s ascension, and that in which 
the Reformers lived, and he will see all this to be the case. And 
{ would ask him farther, to point out any thing like them, if he 
can, in what would Le called a day of great things. Instead 
therefore, of despising the day of small things, it ought to be 
much esteemed. If it has not the countenance of men, it may 
have more fellowship with God. 

This will not be denied. Still it always provesa bitter pill to hu 
man nature. A very handful meeting im a small obscure place, for 
the public celebration of all divine ordinances, without any 
thing to draw or to hold them together, but the plain and unvar- 
nished truths of Christ, is a sight from which, not the young, the 
gay, the thoughtless and unexperienced only, but even the aged 
professor, (as our text shows,) is ready to start back in disgust.— 
To such I would say, who are you, that take upon you to despise 
the day of small things? It is God’s day, and he always does 
things in it worthy of his own greatness. He does not despise it 
Are you wiser than him? 

With this estimate of the day of small things 1 Cor. i. 25 —28 
‘because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the 
weaknes of God is stronger than men. For ye see your calling 
brethren, how that not many wise after the flesh, not many 
mighty, not many noble are called; but God hath cho- 
sen the weak things of the world to confound the things that are 
mighty, and base things of the world, and things which are des- 
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pised hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not to bring to 
nought things which are.” This isthe general way in which 
’ God proceeds, in all ages in carrying on his work. It is there- 
fore, applicable now, and affords matter of encouragement to 
small beginnings. This ought to relieve them from all uneasy 
feelings, because they may not have among them any of the wise. 
mighty, or noble. If they be esteemed weak, foolish, base, despi- 
sed, which is just the opposite,it is so much the more likely that 
God had determined to carry on his work by their means. That 
ought therefore to excite no sadness in their hearts, but the op- 
posite. 

Though they may, in comparison with great bodies of concen 
trated wealth and talent, who attract every one that passes by. 
be esteemed as “‘a thing which is not,” so much the better. [f 
indeed, their cause be the cause of Christ, and they be honestly 
endeavouring to be found faithful to it, all this is to be expected 
‘“Ye shall be hated of all men for my name’s sake,” “ in the 
world ye shall have tribulation,” your doctrine and order wil! 
not be according to man, in any respect, and therefore, you ought 
to expect that man will despise both you and it. Let all these 
things be viewed as tokens for good; and that God is about to 
show his weakness to be stronger than man;—to confound and 
bring to nought their concealed opposition to both. For he de- 
lights to surprise his people by the superabundant fulfilling oi 
his gracious promises respecting his church. He causes light to 
spring out of darkness, he turns the shadow of death into the 
morning, and calls things that be not, as though they were. He 
does the very thing which his sneering enemies deemed impossi- 
ble, he revives the stone out of the rubbish, and causeth his ser- 
vants to take pleasure in the same. 

But he commonly allows his people time to come to some such 
conelusion as this; “If the church be to be built up among us, 
‘;od himself must do it; for we have now tried every means we 
could think of, and all without effect.” This is the happiest 
thought that could enter their minds, and instead of choking 
their utterance, while the big tear of desponding sorrow fills their 
eye, they ought to turn it into a song, and sing it thus; “ Except 
she Lord build the house, the builders lose their pain, except the 
Lord the city keep, the watchmen wake in vain.” But they 
aught to consider that in such a case, the language of unbelief 
and despondency, such as, ‘our way is hid from the Lord, our 
hope is lost, we are cut off, must be exceedingly provoking to that 
faithful loving God, who is hastening it in his time, and who is 
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uot losing a single opportunity uor delaying a single moment, 
unnecessarily, to show the very opposite. 

James Ch. iii. 5. “‘ Behold how great a matter a little fire kind- 
leth! This is as true of good as itis of bad matters. The great- 
est good matter in the world, began on the smallest scale. 

When the reader reflects how long the christian religion has 
stood in spite of all opposition; how far it has spread over the 
world and is spreading still, and what transformations it has 
wrought on the character of individuals, families and nations; and 

compares it with its beginning in the preaching of twelve poor, 
unlearned, persecuted fishermen, against which the whole world 
rose up in arms; I am persuaded he willsay with James. When 
he compares the rapid progress of the Reformation, the extent to 
which it spread, and the astonishing changes it produced on the 
political, aswell as religious characterof Europe, with Luther’s 
first opposition to Tetzel selling indulgences in the streets of 
Wettemburgh, he must exclaim “ Behold how great a matter a 
little fire kindleth !” 

When we consider the present magnitude of the Bible society 
system in the world, and its beginning a short time ago, in the 
individual exertions of Robert Drake, in an Engilsh village, we 
may justly fee! the sameastonishment. And we conclude that itis 
quite according to God’s way of accomplishing the mightiest 
projects to give them very small beginnings. This belongs to 
their encouragement. If it cannot be positively inferred from a 
small beginning that the latter end will be great; much less can 
the contrary be positively inferred. Analogy is on the'side of 
the former: especially if the object and design of the infant soci 
ety coincide with the counsel of God the Father, the mission of 
Christ into our world and the work of the Holy Ghost, all which 
is to establish righteousness and truth in the earth; for then they 
may be confident of the ever blessed Three being on their part 
ind against all that oppose them. 

The wise man says, Eccl. ix.11. “ The race is not to the swift, 
nor the battle to the strong,” so we see it in many instances, es- 
pecially when the battle is the Lord’s, as in the case under con- 
sideration. ‘‘ Five of you shall chase a hundred, and a hundred 
shall put ten thousand to flight.” Levit. xxvi.8. A notable in 
stance of this we have inthe achievement of Gideon’s three 
hundred in the camp of Midian. Again, in Jonathan and his 
armour-bearer, successfully attacking the Philistines. These 
things were written for our learning; and surely we may learn 
that a small handful may do exploits in the good fight of faith. 
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Christ says, Math. xviii. 20. “For where two or three are 
gathered together, in my name, there am I in the midst.”” This 
applies in the first instance, to ministers meeting in their judicial 
capacity, but then their judicial capacity itself, and all their au- 
thority and gifts are not for themselves, but for the church, as arc. 
also all official gifts and endowments whatsoever. see Eph. iv 
12. Therefore, when Christ comes in the midst to bless them, it 
is principally to bless the church through them, to provide a dis- 
pensation of the bread of life; the very man and the very word 
that will be in season to refresh and revive the drooping spirits 
of some small beginning. This word therefore, ought to encour. 
age their hearts, andstrengthen their hands. This may be plead 
atthe throne of grace, while their petitions and commissioners 
are sent up to presbyteries and synods. And does not Christ 
so understand it, when he says in a preceding verse, “again I say 
unto you, that if two of you shall agree upon earth, as touching 
any thing that ye shall ask, it shall be done for you of my Father 
which is in heaven.” Be not discouraged, nor peevishly charge 
courts with neglecting you, because your prayer is not immedi- 
ately answered. There may be other cases more urgent than 
even yours. “Wait for God and let your hope be in his word.” 

I shall mention only one thing more, not because there is no 
more to mention, but for fear of wearying the reader. Isaiah 
liv. 17. “No weapon that is formed against thee, shall prosper, 
and every tongue that riseth against thee, thou shalt condemn.” 
This is spoken to the church when very low, ‘ when she is afflict 
ed tossed with tempest and not comforted,’”—‘‘ when she resem 
bles the barren which does not bear children,‘’—‘a woman for 
saken and grieved inspirit.”—In a lonely desolate situation, re 
mote from public view, and destitute of every attraction, to the 
gay multitude. And this is not the worst of her situation, as de 
scribed in that chapter. She has numerous enemies gathering 
thick around her. But the next words speak enough to comfort 
her. “ They shall gather together but not by me; whosoever 
shall gather together shall fall for thy sake.” Whosoever, pro 
fessed friends, or open enemies, the moral and seemingly religious 
or openly profane and vicious. No weight of character can ex 
empt them. ‘The same general terms are used in the next verse, 
“no weapon,” and “every tongue.” Some suppose that when 
they act under the pretence of serving the cause of religion more 
extensively, or of opposing bigotry, and maintaining libera! 
sentiments, that they have sanctified their weapon or their tongue 
and obtained a license for it~—when the tongue of the wise and 
sensible, and experienced professor of religion of the learned 
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and popular minister riseth against her, it ought to be heard.— 
But happily God thinks and acts otherwise. He has pledged 
himself that every such tongue shall be confounded, and every 
such weapon frustrated. Ye who feel a secret satisfaction in the 
weakness and failure of small beginnings, will do well to attend 
to the counsel of Gamaliel. ‘ Take heed to yourselves what ye 
do, as touching these men, and I say unto you, Refrain from these 
menand let them alone. For if this counsel or work be of men 
it will come to nought; but if it be of God ye cannot overthrow 
it, lest happily ye be found to fight against God.” Ye infant 
societies in patience possess ye your souls. “Stand still,” in the 
taith and hope of God’s promise, “and see the salvation of 
God.” Be instant in pleading all those encouraging promises at 
the throne of grace. And wait for him, do not fret. In addition 
to this ‘‘ Watch—lest ye enter into temptation;’’ lest satan by 
his wiles divide you; lest the world around make you ashamed 
of your profession; and most of all, lest your own hearts de- 
ceive you. Put onthe whole armour of God, and pray that you 
may be taught to use it skilfully. Bear ye one another’s burdens 
Love ye one another, with pure hearts fervently. And may the 
Giod of hope do exceeding abundantly above and beyond all that 
you can ask or think. Amen. 


AMICUS. 


SECESSION CHURCH IN THE ORKNEY ISLANDS. 

A very remarkable instance illustrative of the remarks of 
ur correspondent, in the foregoing article, is the introduction ot 
the Secession principles into the Islands of Orkney, on the north 
of Scotland. The baleful operation of patronage in that place 
as well as in many others, had filled the pulpits of the Establish- 
ment, with but few exceptions, with an erroneous, careless and 
unprofitable ministry. A few pious individuals, Provost Jamie 
son, Oliver Scott, William Folsetter, William Borwick, and an. 
other, whose name I have forgotten, dissatisfied with the exist 
ing and apparently hopeless state of things, withdrew from a 
ministry by which they could not profit, and formed themselves 
into a praying society, in which they united their supplications 
to a throne of grace for a pure dispensation of the gospel. Their 
beginning was then small, but their latter end was greatly in- 
creased. Their prayers were answered in such a way as clearly 
to manifest, that the hand of God brought them relief. Some 
time after this, Oliver Scott being on a voyage to London, was 
driven by stress of weather to New-Castle upon Tyne, where he 
providentially met with the minister belonging to the General 
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Associate Syned, in that place, and in conversation, acquainted 
him with their situation in Orkney. A suitable representation 
of this was made at the meeting of Synod, in 1797, and a mission 
sent to Orkney. In the course of the summmer, a congregation 
was formed in Kirkwall which, before the end of the year, in- 
creased to 200 members, though suffering every species of abuse 

So violent was this, that in some instances during public worship, 
which, for the want of other accommodation, they were obliged to 
have in the open air, they were pelted with stones and annoyed 
in every possible way. Onthe 3d of August, 1798, the Rev. 
William Broadfoot, was ordained pastor of this little flock; the 
sacrament was dispensed on the 12th of the same month, and 300 
were added to their number. In the course of the next year, a 
congregation was formed in the Island of Stronsay, which em 

braced nearly all the population of the Island. In 1800, the con- 
gregation of Kirkwall had 800 joined members; and in 1816, af 
ter it had in the interim, set off the congregations of Stromness 
and Holme, then numbering the one, 400 and the other 600 com 

municants, together with a small congregation in the Island of 
Sanday, there still remained from 12 to 1500 in the parent soci 

ety. Congregations of considerable strength have since been 
formed in Eva, Westra, and South Ronaldsha. Thus, in less than 
thirty years, by the blessing of God attending a faithful dispen 

sation of the means of grace, have 8 congregations, embracing 
upwards of 3,000 communicants, been raised up, which now with 
one or two exceptions, have a settled ministry; and the origin o! 
the whole, is to be found in a praying society of four or five in 

dividuals. This example, we think, is calculated to afford crea» 

#NCOURAGEMENT TO SMALL BEGINNINGS. 


—_—- 
For the Religious Monitor. 
SOME THINGS WHICH ARE NOT MARKS OF GRACE 


It is more important to be in Christ, than to know that we are 
in him; and more wise to multiply our evidences, than to exam 
ine what we have. Our eternal safety depends upon our actua! 
union, our present peace alone is concerned in knowing it. Yet 
every one who considers the importance of salvation, must also 
feel the vast importance of certainty, where eternal ruin may be 
the consequence of a mistake. And, as the Holy Spirit does not 
witness to our interest in Christ by a supernatural voice or vague 
impression, without reason, but by stirring up the grace which is 
in us, and so enlightening the mind that we are enabled to dis- 
cern what are the evidences of grace, and to discover these evi 
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gences in ourselves, those doctrines of scripture which respect 
the christian character must be unspeakably important. A mis- 
take, respecting them, may prove ruinous, by leading us without 
cause to presume or despair of mercy. In these things, at least, 
one would suppose, that the general cry against attaching import- 
ance to the truth would be hushed in awful interest; and that the 
tabours of the learned and pious would have left no room for 
doubts. But even here, where the truth most deeply and directly 
affacts the practice and comfort of men, how widely do they dif- 
fer; some, pronouncing peace to the shadow of religion, and oth- 
ers, requring more than heavenly purity. The object of the pres- 
ent essay is, to point out some of those things which are not to be 
approved or required, as marks of grace; and, 

I. It is not a mark of grace to hope well of ourselves. Hope in 
God, is one of the fruits of the Spirit anda mark of a gracious 
state, but many have hopes of themselves, originating in their own 
minds and founded on their own goodness, which will never be 
realized. Men may have a mere impression on their minds that 
they are elected or born again, without any proof to satisfy oth- 
ers or themselves, except that such is their impression and they 
cannot think otherwise. But it is one part of the character of 
the believer that he has a reason of the hope thatisinhim. Re- 
ligion is reasonable as well as supernatural. There is a reason 
both for faith and for that hope which is the fruit of faith. Many 
cherish the most confident hopes and make the most boasting pro- 
fessions—many of the highest rank and greatest attainments, who 
will not be acknowledged by Christ. Many will say to him in 
that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in. 
thy name have cast vut devils? and in thy name done many wonder- 
ful works? And he will profess unto them, Inever knew you. They 
are not such as were once in a state of grace and had reason to 
hope; Christ will profess that he never knew them; that ever 
when their attainments and their hopes were at their highest, 
even when through the gift of the Holy Spirit they had been en- 
abled to look into the dark and distant future, when they had seen 
the visions, and declared the messages of the Most High, and. 
when acting in the name of the great God of heaven they had. 
cast out devils, he had no knowledge of them as truly his and 
the subjects of his love. And they—O fatal delusion! though 
able to look into the future, had never seen themselves; though 
preaching the gospel to others, had been themselves gospel dis- 
pisers, though casting out devils, they never had cast out their 
own corruptions; and Christ will say to them, Depart from me 
ye that work iniquity. In their own opinion, they had been doing 
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many and mighty works of God; in the reckoning of Christ 
they were only workers of iniquity. In their own opinion, they 
were heirs of heaven; but from Christ they must hear the awfu! 
sentence, Depart. 

If all who had such impressions and such hopes would be sa- 
yed, heaven would be crowded with inhabitants, and only here 
and there a straggler would blunder into hell. For though ma 
ny be called and few chosen, where one not chosen knows him 
self to be under wrath, there are thousands who hope for heaven. 
The foundations of their hope are weak, but men could never be 
at rest in sin, if assured that its wages would be death. There 
be few that be saved, but O, what multitudes are hoping for sal- 
vation! It becomes every one with great earnestness to say, Lord 
isitI? Am I among those who, lifted upto heaven, in privi- 
leges, in character and hope, shall yet be thrust down to hell?— 
It becomes each of us to examine on what our hope is founded. 
lest we think ourselves to be something when we are nothing. — 
Job gives us a striking description of the specious attainments 
and false hopes of many a sinner. Can the rush, says he, grow 
without mire? or can the flag grow without watert While it is yet 
in his greenness and not cut down, it withereth before any other 
herb. So are the paths of alithat forget God; and the hypocrite’s 
hope shall perish: whose hope shall be cut off, and whose trust shall 
be a spider’s web. He shall lean upon his house, but it shall not 
stand: he shall hold it fast, but it shall not endure. As the rush 
grows not without the mire, nor the flag without water, so can no 
true grace or hope flourish where there is no faith, no influence 
of the Spirit. They may appear to spring up and flourish for a 
season, but as plants not cherished by their natural soil and ali- 
ments, wither in the midst of their growth, and without being 
cut down, so these false graces and delusive hopes fade away in 
the midst of their flourishing, and without those strong tempta 
tions which sometimes produce defection. Having no proper root 
in them, though the scorching sun does not arise, they fade away 
and perish. The trust of hypocrites is the spider’s web of self- 
righteousness, thin and unsubstantial, and it will be swept away 
ina moment, when the Lord shall arise to judgment. Their 
house is built on the sand of their own strength. At first they 
lean upon it in the confidence that it will give support to them, 
but it will not stand; then they endeavour to give support to it— 
to hold it up, but it will notendure. The eyes of the wicked shall 
fail, and they shall not escape, and their hope shall be as the giving 
up of the Ghost. 
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II. A profession of religion is not a mark of grace. Profession 
is SO necessary that those who wilfully neglect it cannot be be- 
lievers. Unless we confess Christ, by appearing openly on his 
side, he will be ashamed of us, when he cometh in his kingdom. 
Unless we eat his flesh and drink his blood we have no part in 
him, and if weslight the outward means we have no reason to 
expect the blessing. Yet is it equally true, that many havea 
name to live while they are dead. Many say, The temple of the 
Lord, the temple of the Lord, are these, or the gospel of Christ, the 
gospel of Christ, are these: many are not only professors, but 
prophets in the church, who will not be acknowledged in the 
judgement. Some professors are so far removed from the truth of 
the gospel; and some, whose principles are sound, are so far from 
a corresponding practice, that they are evidently strangers to 
grace; and in others, though man may see no lack,God may see @ 
total want of all the essentialsof religion. In this the Jews trust- 
ed. They had Abraham to their father, as his descendants they 
were the visible church, and thought themselves certain of sal- 
vation; but Christ tells them though visibly the children of 
Abraham, they were in truth of their father the devil. It has 
been the case, when the cause of religion was most despised and 
persecuted, that false professors have crept into the church and 
submitted to much loss and reproach. The language of the con- 
science is louder than the threats of men; its terrors more dread- 
ful than all the horrors of the dungeon, the scaffold or the stake. 
And it is not strange that those, who have a rational conviction 
of the truth, willrisk the utmost that man can do, rather than 
live openly neglectful of duty and regardless of wrath. And 
when the church enjoys peace, or gets her feet upon the neck of 
enemies—when her cause is fashionable and the ways of God ap- 
proved, there is still more reason to fear that much chaff is col- 
lected in with the wheat, which the slightest wind of judgement 
would disperse. 

Ill. Gifts are not marks of grace. Some have been remarka- 
ble for gifts, and not less remarkable for vileness. Balaam excel- 
led asa prophet. He had clear views of the expected Messias— 
The star out of Jacob, the sceptre out of Israel, the prince and Sa- 
viour of his people; he heard the words of God, he had the knowl- 
edge of the Most High, and saw the visions of the Almighty. Yet 
he loved the ways of unrighteousness—sought to curse those 
whom God had blessed—taught Balak to cast a stumbling block 
before Israel—and perished in open war against God and his peo- 
ple. Judas was one of the twelve whom Christ sent out with 
power, To heal the sick, to cleanse the lepers, to raise the dead, to 
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cast out deviis, and with such authority that it should be miore 
tolerable in the day of judgement, for Sodom and Gomorrah, than 
for those who rejected them. Yet this Judas was the betrayer of 
bis Lord. He healed the sickness of others, but was himself not 
cured of the disease of sin; he cleansed the leprosy of the body, 
but was himself not cleansed of this leprosy of the soul; he rais- 
ed the dead, but continued dead himself; he cast out devils, but 
had himself a devil. The greatest gifts, instead of being marks 
of grace, are too often strong and successful temptations to ini 

quity. Knoweldge puffeth up, but charity edifieth. Gifts may fil! 
the soul with pride and self-sufficiency, while the want of them 
may lead men to a more humble reliance on God, and to the ex 

ercise of those graces which are more excellent in their nature, 
more pleasing to God, and more profitable to the church. Men 
may have but little knowledge, little utterance in prayer, little 
aptitude to instruct, rebuke or exhort, and yet they may be sin 

cere and useful Christians. Their meekness and good will may 
do more for advancing Christ’s cause than the greatest learning 
and talents not commended by the same disposition. And in this 
the apostle instructs us by a comparison of the church to the hu 

man body. In the body there is a great variety of members dif 
fering in place, in importance, in beauty and strength and hon 

our, yet all needful, all useful, And those which appear less hon 

ourable, upon these we bestow more abundant honour. So in the 
church, There is a great diversity of gifts, but the same Spirit — 

And as there may be real Christians whose gifts are weak, so in 
the next chapter (1 Cor. xiii. 1.) we are told, that men may have 
the greatest gifts, and not be real Christians. We may speak with 
the tongues of men—with the greatest eloquence which ever 
flowed from the lips of mortal; yea, rising above the sphere of 
mortal attainments, we may rival the eloquence of heaven—may 
speak with the tongues of angels—with such clearness and pow 

er as those holy spirits who minister before God, and dwell in the 

light of his glory. We may have the gifts of prophecy, we may 
be able to look through that vail which wraps the future in the 
shades of night, and tell to the wondering world what Jehovah 
will be doing in the latter days; we may stand in the place of 
God, and declare his message with authority and power. We 
may understand all mysteries, even the most dark, and all know 

ledge, even the most difficult. We may have such faith that we 
could remove mountains; and yet we may not have charity, and 
not having this. we are as sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal, 
conveying a meaning and a pleasure to others to which ourselves 
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are strangers. We may have all these things and yet not having 
charity we are nothing. 

IV. A form of godliness is not a mark of grace. Where we do 
not find this there is certainly no grace, yet there may be no grace 
where there is much of this form. Works are a good evidence 
when proceeding from proper motives, and when they abound in 
the life, it is a strong presumption that the motives are good; yet 
many works may be performed where there is no grace in the 
heart. There are many things which may influence men to do 
zood where there is no love to God, no faith, no regard to Divine 
authority There may be somethings good in the natural dispo- 
sition; the power of natural reason may do much; men may be 
influenced by the fear of censure, of civil penalties, of divine 
wrath, by the love of praise, a desire of office, a regard to secular 
‘nterests, and many motives, not only different from the fruits of 
the Spirit, but inconsistent with his influence. These motives 
may lead them to actions good in themselves, while in the inner 
man there is nothing but that hatred and hardness of heart which 
render the ploughing and sowing, the charities and prayers of the 
wicked an abomination to God. Jehu did many things well 
when it suited his own designs. He slew the enemies of God 
and the worshippers of Baal when they stood between him and 
ais kingdom: yet he was proud, flattering, deceitful, and idola- 
frous. Come, says he, with the bitterness of vanity, see my zeal 
tor the Lord. With the meanness of flattery he tells the people 
that they were righteous. By an unwarrantable deception he 
brought together the worshippers of Baal and slew them. To 
have seen his works alone, one would have said, surely this man 
has a right spirit, and will restore the worship of the God of Is- 
rae!l. No, the worshippers of Baal were not his party. If they 
frad been as true to him as to their idol, their lives had not been 
tust; for thisman who cut off idolaters was an idolater himself— 
he departed not from the sins of Jeroboam, but worshipped the 
valves in Bethel and Dan. The pharisees were in general, like 
Paul, as touching the righteousness of the law blameless. They 
were liberal in giving alms, punctual in tithes, frequent in fast- 
ings and prayers, zealous in the propagation of religion, yet hyp- 
ecrites who could by no means escape the damnation of hell. 
Zaccheus was an honest publican; rich, yet giving the half of 
his goods to the peor; a publican, one of a class infamous for op- 
pressive exactions, yet if he had taken any thing by false accusa- 
tion he restored fourfold. But whether we consider his words 
as descriptive of his past behaviour or present resolutions, Zac- 


.cheus wast a lost sinner; for Christ says with reference to him, 
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even after this declaration, The Sonof Man came to seek and te 
save that which was lost. And we are told that it is possible not 
only to bestow the half, but the whole of our goods to feed the 
poor, and to give the body to be burned, and yet not having 
eharity it will profit nothing. Men may have the most boundless 
natural benevolence without christian love. Many have suffer 
ed martyrdom in the cause of false religion; and martyrdom fo: 
the truth may be without the love of it. 

V. The excitement of the affections is not a mark of grace. 
Like works, this is a favourable symptom, but not a decisive 
proof. The affections of some are not much moved either abou! 
their secular affairs or matters of religion, while they are truly be- 
lievers. The affections of others may be much moved while they 
are ignorant of God. They may be moved by the appearznce 
and actions of men, by sounds and ceremonies, while there is nc 
attention. paid to that which is intended to be conveyed to th« 
mind. They may be inoved by the power of descriptions, argu 
ments, persuasions, in which religion has no concern; and much 
more by those things which the word and ordinances bring into 
view, while yet there is no change of heart. Persons may be 
greatly alarmed when the consequences of sin are set before 
them. When one like Paul reasons of righteousness, temper 
ance and judgement to come, one like Felix may tremble. Wher 
the secrets of his heart are made manifest to the sinner— wher 
he is told of that lake where the worm of conscience never dies 
and the fire of wrath is never quenched—when he is convinced 
of the certainty of the judgement and perdition of the ungodly 
he may be alarmed, he may weep and how! in prospect of suct: 
misery. When the blessings of the gospel and the glories of 
heaven are described, an illusive hope may give him joy. Ever. 
Herod heard John, and did many things, and heard him gladly; anc 
many were willing to rejoice in his light for a season. And whei 
the theme is moving men may be filled with sorrow. ‘They may 
weep over the memory of those who have suffered and bled in 
the cause of Christ; or when they are transported in fancy to the 
cross, and see the Lord of glory pouring out his soul an offering 
for sin; or when they hear of those sins which brought him te 
the dust of death; or when their own sufferings are recalled tc 
the mind, or they are warned of trials to come. When any of 
the great matteys of the gospel are set before men by one who 
feels himself their truth and their importance, and when his ow?: 
heart is moved, it is not strange that the hearts of hearers shoulé 
move in unison with his. Yet these feelings may originate from 
» atural causes, and be found where there is no love to God, n¢ 
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delight in his truth, no hatred of sin, no conscience of duty.—- 
They may puff up the mind, pass off like the morning cloud, and 
leave men twofold more the children of the devil.* 

VI. Disinterested benevolence, as some understand it, is not a 
mark of grace. In the proper sense of the words, disinterested 
benevolence is a duty, and a mark of a gracious state; but there 
is another sense given to the term by some, in which it can be the 
attainment of no human—no sensitive being, and is therefore 
neither to be inculcated as a duty or a test of grace. When we 
speak of an interested action, we always suppose that the main, 
if not the exclusive object is private advantage; as where a mag- 
ter is attentive to the comfort of his servants, not from any re- 
gard to them, but forthe sake of advantages which he expects 
from their labour. What we mean by a disinterested action, is 
where something is done without a veiw to any direct reward; 
as where the same attention is paid to the comfort of the poo: 
and diseased who can give no remuneration. Insuch actions, it 
's neither supposed that we are wholly influenced by an ultimate 
respect to our own advantage, nor yet that this end is wholly ex 
cluded. It would be absurd, and contradictory to the experience 
\f every benevolent heart to say that in such actions there was 
always a nice calculation of profit and loss, and that we consult 
ed merely what would ultimately bring the greatest advantage 
(o ourselves. The hand is often reached forth to relieve the suf 
ierer or torescue from danger, when there is not even time for 
reflecting on the comparative advantage or disadvantage of the. 
action. ‘There is a principle of real and disinterested benevo 
tence in the heart which leads us to do good independent of any 
prospect of directadvantage. Yet on the other hand, we are not 
to exclude from actions the most disinterested, some regard to our 
own interest. Benevolence is not always the result of particulay 
reflection on the case before us, but more generally of principles 
which we have formed and fixed as the rules of our conduct; and 
when we inguire into those things which incline us to cherish 
principles of a benevolent character, we will find that self has 
much influence. We do good not only because it is an advant- 
age to others, but because it yields a satisfaction to ourselves, be 
cause it pleases us to see others happy, and to contribute to their 
happiness, and because we expect a reward either from God or 
man, or from both. These things may, and ought to have an in- 
fluence, yet they do not determine actions to be interested so long 
as they are not the leading principles of conduct—so long a¢ 


* See more on this subject in one of the numbers of the first volume, 
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there is real feeling of heart. It is not every motive which com 
bines with others, but that which has the preponderance gives the 
the character to actions as selfish or disinterested. 

But there is another view sometimes given of christian benev- 
vlence which, however exalted it may appear in philosophical 
speculations, sits awkwardly upon the practical affairs of life, and 
but ill accords with the tenour of the scriptures. It is supposed 
by some that we are to love and serve God purely for what he is. 
without any respect to what he has done, or threatened or prom- 
ised. All regard to self, though it be not the supreme rule of our 
conduct, is judged sufficient to denominate our actions selfish.— 
'Phis selfishness is considered the essence of sin; we are required 
to divest ourselves of it; and of course must be as dead to feeling 
as the stones of the earth. But in vain will this be urged on 
man. So long as he is a sensitive being, he could as easily divest 
himself of existence as of feeling. Pain must pain us, pleasure 
must please us, and we will never voluntarily endure the one or 
forego the other, but in the prospect of some personal advantage 
And submission is enjoined in the scripture not merely because it 
isa duty, but chiefly on account of good to result from it, which 
will more than overbalance the evil; and without this prospect 
of good, a sense of duty could have no effect. Voluntary sub 
mission implies not only approbation but preference: its language 
is not only, Good is the will of the Lord, but, Let him do what is 
right inhis sight. Not my will but thine be done. Now we cannot 
have this preference unless we conclude that it will be better for 
us to suffer than to escape, and that we shall be more satisfied with 
suffering than with enjoyment. And is not thisa personal advan 
tage? and is itnot the expectation of this advantage which in 
clines us to submission? It will pleese us more to suffer, and 
therefore, we submit. How common ts such language with men 
How common to say, “I shall be happy to deny myself, or do this 
service to oblige you.” How common to owna selfish motive, 
that it will make us happy, when we do the most disinterested 
action. Would any account it a mark of more pure benevolence 
to say, “I will serve you though it will give me no pleasure?” — 
Would not such language be considered an insult? The truth is, 
that without a sensibility to our own sufferings and pleasures, we 
never could enter into the feelings af others. Without benevo- 
fence to ourselves, we could never have benevolence towards 
God or man; we would be lifeless, useless members of society. — 
There are three classes of men who will feel but littleamd do but 
little for others. Those who have a constitutional appathy of 
feeling, those who have always been a prey to suffering, and those 
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who have only known enjoyment. We are to look for the most 
tender feelings and the most active benevolence among those, 
who have known most of the extremes of pain and pleasure.-~ 
For the more our sensibilities are exercised and cherished by the 
varieties of our own condition, the more we will be tenderly alive 
to all the varieties in the condition of others. So that benevo- 
lence is evidently the fruit not of criminal selfishness, but of a 
natural, necessary and proper sensibility to our own sufferings 
and enjoyments. 

Moreover, in the scriptures we are frequently required not only 
to love the excellence of God absolutely considered, but as it has 
been exercised to our advantage. We are to serve him not only 
because he is God, we are to remember him as our Creator. We 
are to love him not only because he is lovely, but because he first 
loved us. We are to praise him not only for what he is in him- 
self, but for all his wonderful works, and especially for what he 
hath done for our souls. To discourage this gratitude for kind- 
uess manifested to us, would be to put contempt on one of the 
best affections of the heart, one of the noblest graces of the Spi 
rit, one of the greatest sources of enjoyment, one of the most an- 
imating motives to obedience. And in fact it is impossible that 
we can ever love God, however good, unless we have some per 
ception of his goodness as enlisted in our favour. Excellence it- 
self will never excite love in depraved beings, and especially ex 
cellence arrayed in fearful terrors against them. It is the com- 
bined view of excellence, and of this excellence as tending to 
our advantage, which will affect the heart, and produce that love 
which is the impelling principle and soul of all acceptable obe 
dience. We are also warned to flee from the wrath to come, and 
exhorted to fear lest we come short of the heavenly rest. There 
are many promises of good to encourage us, and examples not 
nly of men but of Christ, having a respect to the recompense of 
reward. Christ whose name is above every name and whose 
love in its disinterested character admits of no parallel is propo 
sed as an example in having a respect to the joy set before him. 
He loved sinners, he loved the Father, but not so as to forget 
himself, or overlook the reward of his sufferings. Now, what 
is the use of those promises and threatenings which abound in 
the word, if they are not to have an influence on our practice? 
{f such an influence be improper, the word itself is a snare to evil. 
If ye do these things ye shall live: how natural to desire this life. 
If ye do these things ye shall die: how natural to be afraid of this 
death. If we are only influenced by selfish views, we are only 
time-serving hypocrites, but it is not the motives of interest, it is 
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the preponderance and the unholy character of it which are for- 
bidden. We may love pleasure, we may love friends, we may 
love possessions, only not more than Christ, and not in the place 
of Christ. We may fear, we may obey man, only not more than 
God, and not in the place of God. The present and eternal profit 
of godliness is set before us, we may and ought to have a respect 
to it. To deny this shows great ignorance of the Bible, of true 
philosophy, and of our own hearts. 

Resignation to the divine will, as some understand the term, 
is not a mark of grace. True resignation like true benevolence 
is the fruit of the Holy Spirit, but there are false notions of re- 
signation by which many are deluded. 

Many suppose that submission from a sense of necessity, or 
trom the mere hope of advantage, without regard to the authority 
of God, or an approbation of his will, is christian resignation.— 
Many suppose themselves prepared for death, if they only ex- 
press a willingness to die. But men may make such professions 
who are still anxious to live, and only willing to die because 
there is no help for it. Men may also be willing to die who give 
no evidence that they are prepared for death. They may be 
willing to die that they may escape from the miseries of the 
world, and the pains of their distress, while they have no desire 
to depart and be with Christ, no desire to be free from sin, to be 
perfectly holy, and blessed with the full enjoyment of God.— 
True believers have sometimes been all their life time in bon- 
dage through fear of death, and have been most reluctant at the 
last to meet this king of terrors. When Hezekiah was told that 
he must die, he turned his face to the wall and wept sore. And 
to many the cry comes at midnight,—at a time of darkness and 
slumbering, when they are much alarmed, and but ill prepared 
to hail the coming of the bridegroom with joy The righteous 
hath hope in his death, he dies in a hopeful state, but not always 
in a hopeful frame. On the other hand, believers such as Job 
and Jeremiah have indulged in simple desires of death. It is a 
high, and perhaps a rare attainment to be ready and desirous like 
Paul, through a full assurance of preparation and advantage, to 
depart and be with Christ. So far is a mere willingness to dic 
from being a sure evidence of grace, that many of the blackest 
characters are so willing to die, that they are not willing to live 
{f this be a mark of grace no one gives greater grounds for hope 
than the wretched, the God-defying suicide. He gives the strong. 


est possible evidence of a willingness to die not from necessity, 
but choice. 
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Another false opinion respecting resignation is, that it should 
be perfectly disinterested, so that we would be willing to be 
damned, provided this be the will of God, and for the glory of 
his name. This opinion is akin to the one mentioned respecting 
benevolence; and what has been said of the one may be applied 
with equal force to the other. If a willingness to be damned be 
a mark of grace, no one gives a better evidence of grace than the 
most careless and profane blasphemer. He alone seems quite 
willing to be damned. He takes no measures to avoid it. It is 
perhaps the only prayer he makes. He never addresses heaven 
but in language too horrible to be repeated, to call down ven- 
geance on himself and the objects of his hatred. It is the great 
labour of his life to depart from God, and secure the ruin of his 
soul. As if it were the most valuable of all possessions, He treas- 
ures up wrath aguinst the day of wrath. On the other hand, if 
this principle be correct no one appears so destitute of grace as 
the most earnest christian. None shows a greater reluctance to 
be separate from God. None gives greater diligence to escape 
from wrath. None prays more fervently to be redeemed. It is 
the great effort of his life to secure the end of his faith, the sal- 
vation of his soul. To love God so well that we are willing to 
be damned isto love him so well that we could hate him and re- 
vile him forever. Yet this opinion strange as it is, has been 
maintained by many in the present day, and by a few writers of 
purer times. And it issaid in defence of it that on the supposi- 
tion that we are to be damned, it is either our duty to be resign- 
ed or not; if it be uot our duty then it is our duty to resist the 
will of God. But on the supposition that we are presently under 
wrath, which is all that the unbeliever can know, it is not our 
duty to submit, but to flee from wrath. If it be said that ina fu- 
ture state it will no longer be the privilege or duty of the wicked 
to escape from suffering and then it will be their duty to submit; 
it may be answered, that they must submit of necessity, and they 
ought to acquiesce in the justice of their sentence, but to submit 
of choice is impossible,—is inconsistent with their state of suffer- 
ing, and cannot be required. 

There are also some passages of scripture urged in favour of 
this doctrine. It is said that Moses prays, (Ex. xxx. ii. 32.) Vet 
now, if thouwilt, forgive their sin; and if not, blot me I pray thee 
out of the book which thou hast written. Here it is supposed that 
Moses expresses a willingnes to be damned; and why? not that 
Israel might be forgiven, but if they were not forgiven. If we 
suppose this to be the book of life, and blotting out to denote 
condemnation, the passage will look more like the ebullitions of 
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phrensied rage, than the sober language of a saint: as if Moser 
had said, “ If thou wilt not forgive this people, let me not be for- 
given;—if thou wilt deal so severely with them I ask not thy 
favour, I pray for thy wrath.” The book here spoken of is not 
called the book of life, but appears to have been a type of it in 
which were registered the names of the Israelites who were 
travelling to the earthly Canaan. And the sense of the passage 
may be given thus in the paraphrase: “ Yet now, if thou wilt 
forgive their sin as thou hast many times forgiven them since 
leaving Egypt, by withholding desolating judgments, let them 
live and proceed on their way; but if not, destroy not them to 
make a great nation of me; how then would thy promises be ac- 
complished? What would our enemies say? Ifthou wilt not 
bring thy people to the promised land, let not me be considered 
a candidate; if their names be blotted out, let mine be blotted 
out also; for how could I have the heart to proceed without this 
people to whom I have been a guide and a father since we came 
forth from Egypt.” And this view of the passage accords with 
the answer of Moses’ prayer mentioned in the verses which fol- 
low. 

Another passage supposed to favour the same opinion, is, Rom. 
ix. 3. I could wish myself accursed from Christ for my brethren, 
my kinsmen according to the flesh. Here it is supposed that Paul 
professes a willingness to be damned for the sake of the Jews.— 
What! Was Paul ready to propose himself a sacrifice or substi- 
tute for sinners? Did he think himself fit to step into the place 
of Christ? Did he think that God would accept of his destruc- 
tion as a ransom for sin? Did he think there could be any con- 
uection between his punishment and the forgiveness of his breth- 
ren? Such a supposition is too absurd to have escaped the pen of 
bim who would know nothing, preach nothing, and glory in no 
thing, save the cross of Christ. It need hardly be stated, as it is 
so generally known, that both modern and ancient writers, con- 
cur in a material change of the translation which every one ac- 
quainted with the original must admit to be correct. Instead of 
the words, I could wish, the passage should read, I did wish. The 
apostle appears to refer to his conduct previous to his conversion, 
as a proof in connection with his relationship, of his sincere at- 
tachment to the Jews. In common with the rest of his country- 
men, he had wished himself accursed from Christ, when they 
said, Let his blood be on us and our children. 

If these passages of scripture,as some suppose, have a refer- 
ence to damnation, they are both in substance prayers. Moses 
actually says, 1 pray; and Paul expresses his fervent desire, which 
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is the essence of prayer. But will any one say that it is lawful, 
much less commendable to pray for damnation? Does not this 
look much like putting blasphemy into the mouths of these holy 
men?—language, better befitting the lips, and oftener found in 
the mouths of the vilest sinner, than of the saint. 

Had these observations not been protracted to such a length, it 
might have been suitable to add something respecting those 
things which may justly be considered marks of grace. Instead 
of this the reader is referred to the first epistle of John, which 
Was written as its whole tenor indicates, and as he tells us in the 
close, T’hat those who believe upon the Son of God might know 
that they have eternal life. It may serve as a directory to those 
who wish by examination to know their ownselves whether 
(hrist be in them. Amongthe marks which he mentions, are 
the following: Faith; Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the 
Christ is born of God. Holiness; Every one that doeth righteous- 
ness is born of God. Hatred of sin; He that is born of God doth 
not commit sin. Love to the brethren; We know that we have pas- 
ied from death to life bécause we love the brethren. Overcoming 
the world; Whaiscever is horn of God overcometh the world— 
Hearing faithful teachers; He that knoweth God, heareth us. The 
nfluences of the Spirit; Hereby know we that we dwell in him and 
he in us, because he hath given us of his Holy Spirit. The appro- 
bation of the heart; Zf our hearts condemn us not, then have we 
confidence towards God. The answer of prayer; Jf we know that 
he heareth us, we know that we have the petitions which we desired 
of him. Persevecance; They went out from us, but they were not 
of us; for if theu had been of us, they would nv doubt have continu- 
ed with us; but they went out, that they might be made manifest that 
they were not aii of us. Some of these marks, and especially love 
to the brethren, are much insisted on in that epistle, and other 
parts of the Mible. By examining these and ourselves, by dili- 
gence in dity, fervency in prayer, and dependence on the Spirit, 
we may obtain that hope which purifies the heart, and maketh 
ot ashamed F. 5B. 


Selections. 


ROMAINE ON PSALMODY. 
(Continued from page 83.) 
in the third and fourth chapters of his Essay, Mr. Romaine 
-emarks on various passages in the Old and New Testa- 
ments, concerning the book of Psalms, from all which he draws 
the conclusion that the Qld and New Testament saints considered 
Vou. 1. 12 
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the book of Psalms in the same light, and used them to the same 
end. They received them as provided by the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit, tobe the matter of their praise; in which was set 
forth, “‘ with the true sublime, both of style and sentiment, the 
love of God manifested in saving sinners, through Jesus Christ; 
and when any Psalm was sung, if the heart feit the subject, and 
made harmony there, then it became a delightful, as well as an 
acceptable service.’ . In the fifth and sixth chapters he dwels at 
considerable length on the rules laid down in scripture for sing- 
ing them aright; and, on the correcting of some abuses which had 
begun to prevail in relation to this duty. As the. whole is too 
long for our work, especially as so much has been said on this 
subject already, we must content ourselves at present, with some 
extracts from the former of these chapters on the rules to be ob 
served in order to acceptance with God in the duty of praise; 
and reserve the conclusion for our next number. 

“Singing of Psalms,” he observes, “is a divine ordinance, 
and has an. inward and outward service. ‘The inward consists in 
the proper frame and affection of the renewed and spiritual mind; 
for no man can use the Psalms as an ordinance of God, who has 
not received the Spirit of God: without him ye can do nothing. 


being dead in trespasses and sins. And after he is received, he 


is the continual breath of spiritual life, yea, as much as the air 
we breathe is of natural life. Every spiritual sensation of peace, 
comfort, and joy in God the Father is from the divine agency ot 
the Lord the Spirit. Every act of religious worship is performed 
acceptably by his strengthening us mightily in the inner man, 
and giving us the will andthe power. Ii we pray aright, it is 
in the Holy Ghost. If we hear aright, it is by his blessing on the 
word preached. If we sing aright, it is bythe same Spirit: and 
therefore we are not only commanded to seek his assistance in 
all we do, bnt also a growing and increasing measure of his gra- 
ces and gifts. Thus the apostle directs the Ephesians in their 
singing of Psalms, “ Be ye. filled with the Spirit, speaking to 
yourselves in Psalms, and hymns, and spiritual songs, singing 
and making melody in youx heart to the Lord.” He also com- 
mands the Colossians to instruct and to admonish one another in 
Psalms, and Hymns, aud’ spiritual Songs, herein using the grace 
given both for its exercise, and also for its improvement. And 
this true manner of singing comes from the Spirit, and increases 
the fruits or the Spirit... , : 
Anothex requisite in the duty of praise, is to sing with the ua- 
cerstanding. “ Holy men of God in the Old Testament sung 
with knowledge. Ignorance was net the mother.of their Psal: 
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mody. Théy were well acquainted with what they sung. The 
royal prophet says, he employed his understanding in this de- 
vout exercise, as well as his harp and his voice. Hear him, how 
earnestly he calls upon others to extol his beloved Jesus— Sing 
praises to God, sing praises: sing praises unto our King, sing 
praises: for God is the King of ali the earth, sing ye praises with 
understanding.” He would have them to mind what they were 
about, and to understand what they sung; lest they should utter 
ties unto the Lord, or offer to him a sacrifice without a heart: 
consider whom you have to deal with—how great and good a 
‘sod—observe how you pratse bim: engage all your mental pow 
ers in this delightful work, that it may be holy, acceptable to 
God, a reasonable service. 

The apostle agrees in sentiment with the Psalmist: for thus he 
speaks to the Corinthians: “If 1 pray inan unknown tongue, my 
spirit prayeth, but my understanding is unfruitful: what is it 
then? I will vray with the spirit, and I will pray with the un. 
derstanding also: [I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with 
the understanding also.” Singing is unfruitful, unless the under- 
standing go with it. Unless the mind be profited, and God be 
honoured, it is only empty sound. But when we sing bythe 
Spirit, then he will teach us to sing with the understanding aise. 
He will open the subject to us, will give a fixt attention to it, wil) 
bring the mind imto tune and will keep us looking at the sense 
more than at the sound. 

Is it so with thee,O mysoul? Enquire carefully. Art thov 
ted by the Spirit in thy singing? Does he enlighten thy mind, 
and guide thee into the knowledge of the subject in which thou 
wt engaged? Take heed, and be often examining thyself—how 
thy mind is affected—lest thou shouldest present unto the Lord 
the song of fools. 

Another important part of this duty is to “‘ keep thy heart dili 
gently: because out of it are the issues of life. The man is what 
his heart is. If this be dead to God, nothing in him is alive; if 
this be right with God, all will be right. If he has a clean heart, 
and a right spirit renewed within him, the Holy Ghost has made 
him anew creature in Christ Jesus, and has won the will and 
the affections over to God. This is his principle office in the con- 
version of sinners. He therefore discovers truth to the under- 
standing, in order that it may become desirable, and that the heart 
may be properly influenced by it. The heart is the commanding 
faculty. When this has once tasted the sweetness of the Father’s 

jovein Jesus, it will engage the whole man to seek for more.— 
Love is very active, and will do or suffer much to obtainand to 








136 


preserve the beloved object. Set this spring a going, it will move 
all the wheels. The hands will work for God. The feet wil! 
run the way of hiscommandments. Love will make heavy bur 
lens not grievous to be borne: love will carry them a long time. 
and faint not. Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they 
seemed unto him but a few days, for the love which he had unt 
her. The labour of love is always delightful. When we know 
God to be our Father in Jesus, and have his love shed abroad in 
our hearts by the Holy Ghost, then his service becomes perfect 
freedom: then duty is ennobled into privilege; then obedience 
becomes willing and filial: the beloved child finds free access t« 
the Father’s throne, and receives blessed communications of his 
grace: for which his thankful heart offers the sacrifice of praise. 
and it comes up with a sweet savour acceptable to God through 
Jesus Christ. This is the melody of the heart. While it feels its 
infinite debt to free grace, is deeply convinced of its utter un 
worthiness, and is kept humble by the abiding sense of its unper- 
fections, and of its indwelling corruptions, it is in a right frame 
to exalt the cxceeding riches of divine mercy. Then it is dispo 
sed to give Godalli his glory. This he requires as his due, and it 
becometh well the righteous to pay it. When the heart is made 
willing to ascribe every good to his holy name, then it is right 
with God. All within is now in tune to join every golden harp 
and every joyful tongue in heaven, which are ascribing blessing, 
and honour, and glory, and power, to him that sitteth upon the 
throne, and to the Lamb forever. 

This is the chief requisite in singing Psalms. The heart makes 
the best music. The finest compositions, ever so well executed 
with instruments and voices are nota divine concert, unless the 
heart accompany them. David knew this well, and therefore he 
set his affections to the highest pitch of praise, and he brought all 
of them tojoin. His whole heart entered into the performance, 
and rendered the concert full.—I will praise thee O Lord my 
God, with all my heart, and I will glorify thy name for evermore 
for greatis thy mercy towards me. Thy special covenant mercy 
is such towards me, that my very thoughts cannot rise up to its 
greatness: How then canI utter forth allits praise? I cannot 
no, noteven half of it. But though the debt be so great, that } 
cannot count it up, yet I will the more extol thee for it from day 
to day: I would engage my affections, and give them all up to 
this heavenly employment. I would have my whole soul in it.— 
And yet the debt remains, rather increases. O for a more enlar- 
ged heart! My praises continued are only acknowledgements. 
and I want them continued with growing humility—more in 
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earth and more inheaven. There I shall praise better, when my 
heart will haye nothing in it, but humble gratitude. Yet here | 
will not give over; but will carry on my joyful song, till I can 
sing in a higher strain. “Praise the Lord, O my soul, and all 
within me bless his holy name: O give thanks unto him for he is 
good, and his mercy endureth forever. Hallelujah.” 

Joy in God is a most important part of the exercise of the heart 
in the duty of praise. “The heart cannot make pleasant melody, 
unless joy be there: for the Lord God has an unalienable right 
to the service of the whole man, but we never acknowledge it, 
until we become his children through faith in Christ Jesus; in 
whom we have free access unto the Father. Then persuaded of 
his precious love to us, we love him again, and in thankfulness 
give up ourselves, with all we have and are, to his service and 
glory. From hence arises our joy in God, and every expression 
of it; which were required of all men by the holy law, but are 
only fulfilled by those, who have the faith of the gospel. An 
unpardoned sinner cannot possibly rejoice in God: because this 
holy joy is a fruit of the Spirit, and is the consequence of believ- 
ing. Thus David—‘ The Lord is my strength and my shield, my 
heart trusted in him, and I am helped, therefore my heart greatly 
rejoiceth, and with my song willl praise him. What the pro 
phet had experienced himself, the same he wishes for others— 
‘* Let all those that put their trust in thee rejoice, let them ever 
shout for joy, because thou defendest them: let them also that 
love thy name be joyful inthee.” And when acompany of these 
happy people meet together, it is the delight of their hearts to 
join in praises to their God and Saviour. ‘ O come let us sing 
unto the Lord: let us make a cheerful noise to the Rock of our 
salvation: let us come before his presence with thanksgiving 
and make a joyful noise unto him with Psalms.” All true joy 
‘omes from him, and every acknowledgement of it, inward and 
ontward, is therefore required, in order to preserve and to in- 

rease our rejoicing in the Lord Jesus Christ. He deserves al} 
our joy—the loveliness of Immanue!—his love to us—the bles 
sings of his love—how many—how great—how lasting!’ thes« 
should encourage us to be glad in him now with great jey. But 
the well-grounded prospect, which hope has, of finding in him 
infinite and everlasting blessings, should ftead us to rejoice in him 
with joy unspeakable and full of glory. This prospect has bright 
ened the darkest day: it has enabled sufferers greatly to rejoice 
when in heaviness through manifold temptations: it has support 
ed them under every fiery trial. Nothing could extinguish the 


joy. It has lived and triumphed in the martyr’s breast, even in 
12* 
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the agonies of the most painful death. Faith reads, and witi) 
hope looks out for (and it is a hope that will never be ashamed) 


the accomplishment of this faithful promise—<The ransomed of 


the Lord shall return and come to Sion with songs, and everlast 
ing joy upon their heads, they shall obtain joy and gladness, and 
sorrow and sighing shall flee away.” 

Dost thou find, O my soul, any of this holy joy? Canst thou 
sing Psalms with the understanding, with the heart, and with 
gladness in thy heart, rejoicing in the Lord? Canst thou give 
thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ? This is the privilege of every true be- 
liever. Being saved from sin and hell, made an heir of God, 
and a joint heir with Christ, he has an interest in all things: for 
they are all working together under God for his present and 
eternal good. While he lives by faith, he knows it, and has the 
comfort of it. His heart is kept in tune, and whatever befals him 
he has reason to rejoice in the Lord his God. 

The last thing mentioned as belonging to this duty is, that 
there ought to bea consistency between the outward walk and 
conversation, and the exercise of praise. “The believer should 
live as he sings. His life should be in harmony with his princi 
ples. If he sees the truth as it is in Jesus, and loves it, and re- 
joices in it, the effect of all this will certainly be outward and 
visible. The inward melody will be expressed in his tempers 
and behaviour. There will be a consistency throughout. Ashe 
lives, so he will walk, by the faith of the Son of God. Practice 
and principle will sweetly accord. The same sound that comes 
from his lips, comes also from his heart, and his whole life will be 
an unison. His actions sing, his tempers are in harmony, his be 


haviour makes up the chorus, abroad and at home, the music of 


his heart and life gives one certain note—Jesus is mine all—TI live 
in him—on him—to him—TI would have all within me to praise 
him, and all without me to shew forth his praises—blessings on 
him for ever and ever. Amen. 

If a man’s life be not thus consistent with his singing, he mocks 
God, he deceives his neighbour, aad he gives the lie to his own 
words. Actions are surer evidences than sounds: for they disco 
ver the settled, and the last purpose «f the mind. They shey 
not only whet a man talks of, but whai ne is determined to live 
by. [be ue character cannot be known, but from them. God 
only sees the heart. We know what is ia it, by what comes out 
of if We judge of the fountsan from the stream. If the words 
and works be evil, so is the hear: fr out of the heart proceed 
evil thoughts, murders, adulterics, forc.cations, Kc, these are 
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clear facts to judge by. Ifsuch a man was to sing with a voice 
like an angel, it is a voice and nothing more. His actions prove 
it to be mere air and empty sound: yea,.they demonstrate, that 
his heart is in perfect discord with God. He says one thing and 
does the contrary. He seems to praise God, as if he was happy 
in his love, but he cleaves to the world and seeks his happiness 
in it. He sings—* Whom have [in heaven but thee,” yet shews his 
supreme joy isin the earth. How can any thing that such a man 
sings be an acceptable service, while his heart and life are in di- 
rect opposition to the holy will of God. A Jew cansing, a Turk 
can joi in concert with him, an infidel may play well upon an 
instrument; a company of Jews, Turks, and infidels, may per- 
form the finest piece of music and with the most harmonious 
sounds. They may go through the oratorio of the Messiah with- 
ut one discord. But here isno melody tothe Lord. They have 
no design to shew forth the praises of Immanuel: and what is not 
done in faith, and to his glory, is sin. Their music is as hateful 
to him as any of their vices: for self is the burden of their song 
They sing to please themselves, and to please God is not in all 
their thoughts. O consider this, ye that come to church, and 
join in singing the Psalms. Is it with you an ordinance of God? 
Do you look upon it as such, and find it such? Does your under- 
standing go with the Psalm,and your heart enter into it? Is it 
the joy of your heart?’ Do yousing rejoicing in God? And do 
yon find him your one supreme blessedness all the day long? So 
that your life is a continued song of praise, and every action of it 
being subject to his holy will, preserves the harmony, and keeps 
up the heavenly joy. Is it thus indeed, who is like unto you, O 
people saved by the Lord. 

“Tf all these things be put together, then we learn that sing- 
ing Psalms is an ordinance of God, and one of the means of grace 
instituted for the exercise and for the improvement of grace.— 
[t is commanded with a promise, and the promise is made good to 
this very day, as thousands of living witnesses can testify. When 
they have met together, understanding the subject of the Psalm 
and singing it with melody in their hearts, then the Lord has 
accepted theirpraises, and increased their joy in him. They 
have found their affections drawn nearer to him, and he has 
warmed them with a sweet sense of love. And this has not 
heen a transient visit. It did not cease when they had done sing. 
ing; but the harmony was preserved in a well-ordered walk. 
directed by the faith of the Son of God. They lived their songs 


Peace and love dwelt in their hearts, and their joy abounded in 
the Lord.” 


( To be concluded in our next.) 
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LETTERS ON THE ATONEMENT.—No. II. 

My dear Brother,—At the close of the preceding letter it was 
admitted, that between the definite and general atonement, the 
difference is verbal rather than real. Iam therefore unwilling to 
represent three theories on the subject, as prevailing in the Pres- 
byterian church. But as the word general seems to correspond 
with the term indefinite, better than it does with the term definite, 
and consequently intimates that the advocates of a general atone- 
ment harmonize more in their views with the friends of an indefi- 
nite, than with those of a definite, atonement, it may be proper to 
state, that this is by no means the fact. By turning to the des 
cription given of the oppinions of the new school on this all-im- 
portant doctrine of divine revelation, it will be seen that it does 
not at all suit the views of those who have been known, in the 
Presbyterian church, as the advocates of what is termed a general 
atonement. For they believe, as well as we, that Christ was the 
substitute of his people—that he was charged with their sins—that 
he bore the penalty of the law—that he made satisfaction to the 
justice of God for all who shall believe :—In fact they differ from 
us only in relation to the terms they prefer, in speaking on the 
extent of the atonement. While they maintain that Christ died 
especially for the elect, they believe that, in a certain sense, he 
died for others. With them, let it be repeated, we wish to have 
no dispute. We think alike, although we make choice of differ 
ent words, in communicating our thoughts in regard to a partic 
nlar point. The comparison I am drawing, is not between our 
views of the atonement and theirs; but between ours and those 
which are entertained on this great subject, by persons whose sen 
timents were stated in my first letter, and who are usually know: 
by the name of Hopkinsians. And should these letters ever meet 
the public eye, 1 wish the friends of a general atonement to see. 
that 1 am not contending with them, but opposing certain views 
of a most important doctrine, which they, as well as we, believe 
to be unscriptural and dangerous. 

You will not, my dear friend, understand what I have said in 
relation to the heathen, in my first letter, as representing the sal- 
vation of all who are destitute of the light of the gospel, as being 
unpossible. Ihave only said, that if the atonement had been 
mabe for all mankind, the knowledge of it would have been sent 
to all nations; ond that, as an inspired writer has expressly rep- 
resented the heathen as being “ without Christ, stangers to the 
covenants of promise, having NO HOPE, and witHOUT Gop in 
the world,” it is altogether improper to say, a door of hope has 


teen opened for all men—for the heathen, who are destitiute of 
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divine revelation, just as much as for Christians, to whom the 
gospel is preached. Still I believe, that, as infants, who are inca: 
pable of hearing and believing the gospel, are saved, not as being 
free from guilt and depravity, but through the atoning blood of 
Jesus Christ; so some of the heathen may be saved, by the appli- 
cation of the same precious blood. How they are brought to 
participate in the salvation of Christ, 1 do not know. Jehovah 
may, if he please, reveal to some, at any time he chooses, so much 
of the gospel as may be sufficient for the exercise of faith. But 
in whatever way the application of the atonement may be made, 
it is altogether extraordinry. Of the means of grace, the heathen 
are manifestly destitute: they have no Bible, no Sabbath, no gos 
pel, no ministry of reconciliation; the are ignorant of God and 
Christ, of the way of peace and salvation. 

In my former letter, the two theories in regard to the atone 
ment, that prevail in our church, were compared, in regard to the 
extent of the atonement. It was, I trust, fairly shown, that 
the new has no advantage over the o/d scheme in this point; 
that the greater extent which is attributed to indefinite atone 
ment is nominal and not real; and that the definite atonement 
in respect to the merits of Christ’s death, the invitation of the 
gospel, the offers of salvation and the divine purpose, is quite as 
extensive as the other. 

In this letter I propose to examine the second claim of the New 
School; which is, that their veiws on this most interesting sithject 
are more compatible with a free and general preaching of the 
gospel, and an unfettered and unreserved offer of salvation to all 
sinners. 

To this claim we cannot yield. It is a mere gratuitous assump 
tion. You well know that the advocates of the doctrine on this 
fundamental piont that has prevailed in the Presbyterian church 
from its foundation in this country, and by the teaching of which: 
this church grew and flourished for more than a century, have 
felt no embarrassment in preaching the gospel indiscriminately 
and offering salvation to all, to whom it was their privilege t: 
bear the deligtful messages of divine grace. 

With the utmost freedom have they published to all their hear 
ers, the great and precious truths embodied in the gospel. T! ey 
have delighted in celebrating the infinite love and mercy of Je- 
hovah in providing salvation for sinners, by the mission of his own 
Son into our fallen and ruined world; and in proclaiming the 
grand and fundamental truth, that the Redeemer, by his obedi 
ence unto death, made a full satisfaction for the sins of his peo 
ple, and wrought out for them a complete justifying righteous 
ness. They have constantly exhibited him as an all-sufficient Sa 
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nour, able and willing to save unto the uttermost, all that will 
come unto him; assuring their hearers that his blood cleanseth 
from all sin, and that his righteousness can make the vilest sin- 
ner righteous in the eyes of immaculate Purity. They have not 
ceased to invite all to come to this glarious Redeemer for salva- 
tion; urging the acceptance of the inVitation, by showing that 
all are commanded to believe the gospel message, and that God 
has promised that he will cast out none who come to him. They 

ground the offer of salvation on the atonement of Christ; and 
proclaim it as an infallible truth, that whosoever believeth on 
him shall, without a single exception, be saved. And to all they 
add the awful truth, that all who refuse the overtures of Divine 
mercy, and continue in unbelief, will burden their consciences 
with aggravated guilt, and bring down upon themselves a more 

terrible condemnation. 

Now, in the enunciation of these truths, consists the preaching 
of the gospel—in exhibiting the infinite love and unmerited 
mercy of God towards our fallen world, and in setting forth the 
death and righteousness of his Son, as sufficient for saving the 
vilest of sinners, and every one who believes; and in grounding 
on the merits of Immanuel’s atonement, a full and free offer o! 
pardon and life, to all who will accept of them on the terms pre 
seribed by infinite Majesty. 

What more can the friends of indefinite atonement add? Wil 
they reply—We can assure all our hearers that Christ died fo: 
them? But inwhatsense? Did he die with an intention to save 
them? No; he died intentionally to save the elect alone; God 
did not design by the atonement to secure the salvation of others 
And how does this view of the subject show the consistency of 
offering salvation to all, any more than the view we take; who 
represent the merits of the atonement as sufficient for all, and 
therefore onthis ground offer salvation to all who will accept it? 
Can they make the offer on any other terms? Can they tell un 
believers that they will besaved? Byno means. They declare. 
as well as we, that he that believeth not, shall be damned; and 
that none can partake of the saving benefits of Christ’s death, un 
less it be applied by faith. 

It will, we know, be said, that as Christ, according to the defi 
nite scheme, made atonement only for his elect, the offer in 
preaching the gospel, is made to them alone. But this isa 
groundless assertion. Ministers are not entrusted with the exe- 
cution of the secret purposes of Infinite Wisdom; nor are they 
acquainted with the elect of God, any farther than he is pleased 
to designate them by the bestowment of his grace. Election is 
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no rule to them, in discharging their official duties. They musi 
publish the gospel to all, and tender salvation to all indiscrimi.- 
nately; leaving it to the Most High to make the application: 
and to call his chosen to the enjoyment of salvation, in his own 
way and time. 

Still it may be objected, that, if the atonement has not been 
made for all, the offer of salvation to all cannot be grounded on 
the atonement. Whynot? The atonement is, in its own nature, 
sufficient for all; andif it were applied to all, every son and 
daughter of Adam would be saved; but because Jehovah, in his 
adorable sovereignty, is pleased to apply it to some, and not to 
all, it certainly does not follow that the benefits of it cannot be 

ffered to all. 

Rut suppose, it may be said, a non-elect person were to believe 
i Christ and accept the offer of salvation; would he, for whom 
no atonement has been made, be saved? Without hesitation I 


answer affirmatively; just as [ would say, that if an elect person 


‘vere to die in unbelief, he would be damned. 

But, before J assign the reasons of this answer, it may be prop- 
er to show how the same difficulty applies to the scheme of the 
new school. They believe in the doctrine of election; they say 
Christ died intentionally to save only the elect; that God did not 
design to secure by the atonement the salvation of any other 
men: and they must admit that Christ intercedes, not for the 
world, but for them whom God has given him. Now, we ask, 
suppose a non-elect person were to believe, would he be saved? 
one of whom they say Christ did not die intentionally to save; one 
whose salvation God did not design to secure by the atone- 
ment; one for whom the great High Priest in heaven does not in- 
tercede; would such a person, in these circumstances, be saved, 
if he were to believe? Our brethren have to meet the same dif- 
ieulty. 

But after all,-cannot the difficulty in reference either to elec- 
tion, or to a definite atonement, be lessened, if not solved?— 
Election secures the salvation of its objects; but it interposes 
no obstacle in the way of the salvation of the non-elect.— 
Jehovah will, in his own appointed time and manner, bring to a 
saving union with his Son, all whom he-has destined to. immortal 
glory; but the grace which he is pleased to impart to his chosen, 
tloes not prevent others from repenting and: believing, as he com- 
inands them. He only withholds from them what they have no 
right to claim; but, if-in obedience to-his command, they were 
to repent and believe, he would doubtiess fulfil to them the pro- 
nise directed to all believers . 
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These observations will apply to the atonement. Were a non- 
elect person to believe in Christ, he would receive all the benefits 
of his death; which, in that case, would actually become to 
him an atonement; for let it be remembered, it is the applica- 
tion of his death that makes it truly an atonement or reconcilia- 
tion. The purpose of God to apply the merits of his Son’s death 
to his chosen, ensures the application to them, and their conse- 
quent salvation; but this divine purpose does not create any hin- 
drance to others; it only leaves them to the influence and opera- 
tion of their native depravity and wicked unbelief. 

The answer we have given to the question, grounded on a sup- 
posed case that will never happen, can be justified on the princi- 
ples that regulate common conversation, and on the principles 
that governed the language of inspired teachers, by the infalli- 
ble connexion between faith and salvation, and by the nature of 
the atonement—. 

1. On the prineiples that regulate common conversation. Of a 
man who has just escaped fromthe flames that consumed his 
dwelling, we say, he would have perished, if he had slept long- 
er; and of one lost at sea, he might have been living, if he had 
not gone on that voyage. The farmer says, 1 should have had a 
tine crop, had it not been for that drought which withered my 
grain; and, again, I should have made a profitable sale of my ar- 
ticles, if the market had not been so glutted. Ten thousand sim- 
‘ar observations are made; al! predicating a different state of 
things, on the supposition that the cause that has produced the 
existing state of things had not occurred. 

2. The principles that governed the language of the inspired wri- 
ters, justify the answer. 'That perverse generation of Israelites 
that came cut of Fgypt, failed to enter into the land of promise ; 
and from the event it is certain that it was the Divine intention 
not te bring them into the possession. Yet this generation was 
commanded and encouraged to march forward, and take the pro- 
mised inheritance. “ Behold,” said Moses to them, “ the Lord 
thy God hath set the land before thee: go up and possess it, as 
the Lord God of thy fathers. hath said unto thee; fear not neither 
be discouraged.” And when they were dismayed at the report of 
the spies, their leader said, “ Dread not neither be afraid of them. 
Che Lord yeur God which goeth before you, he shall fight for 
you, according to all that he did-for you in Egypt before your 
eyes.” —Deut. i. 21—29, 30. 

The event also proved it to be the secret purpose of Jehovah 
to establish the kingdom of Israel in the family of David; yet 
hear the language of Samuel, speaking under the inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit, on the supposition that Saul had been obedient 
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o the Divine commandment; “ And Samuel said to Saul, Thou 

hast done foolishly: thou hast not kept the commandment of the 
Lord thy God, which he commanded thee: for now would the 
Lord have established thy kingdom upon Israel for ever. But 
now thy kingdom shall continue: the Lord hath sought him a 
man after his own heart, and the Lord hath commanded him to 
be captain over his people, because thou hast not kept that which 
the Lord commanded thee.”’—1 Sam. xiii. 13, 14. 

Tyre and Sidon, the Saviour assures us, would have repented in 
sack cloth and ashes, if the mighty works that were done in 
Chorazin and Bethsaida had been done in them; and he also says, 
that if the mighty works that were done in Capernaum had been 
done in Sodom, it would have continued to this day.—Mat. xi. 
2123. 

When Paul was in danger of shipwreck, as he was sailing to 
Rome, he was assured, by promise, that his life and the lives of 
all on shipboard, for his sake, should be preserved. No condition 
was annexed to the promise; it was absolute. Yet this inspired 
man, who had unshaken confidence in Jehovah’s word, when he 
saw through the sailors’ design to escape with the boat, under 
pretence of casting out anchors, did not hesitate to say to the 
centurion and the soldiers: “ Except these abide in the ship, ye 
vannot be saved.”” From this declaration we may unquestionably 
infer, that they would have perished, if the sailors’ design had 
been accomplished. What then would have become of the pro- 
mise? But Jehovah took care of his own faithfulness. The 
warning of Paul produced its effect. “The soldiers cut off the 
ropes of the boat and let her fall off.’ Thus the promise of God, 
like his other promises, was accomplished by appropriate means 
See Acts xxvii. 22—25. 30—32. See also 2 Kings viii. 10. ch. 
xiii. 19 

3. Our answer can be justified by the certain and infallible con 
nexion which God has established between faith and salvation. “} 
am the resurrection and the life: and whosoever liveth and belie 
veth on me, shall never die.”” ‘ He that believeth and is baptiz- 
ed shall be saved.” But | need not cite passages to prove what 
will not be denied. Now, this infallible connexion between 
faith and salvation, authorizes e minister of the gospel to assure 
every individual to whom he preaches, that if he believe he will 
most certainly be saved. Jehovah has pledged his word, and he 
can and will fulfil his promise. 

4. The nature of the Redeemer’s work will justify the reply. In 


what did this work consist? [n his obedience unto death in our 


nature; or in his active and passive obedience. In regard to the 
first branch of the Saviour’s work, i! is manifest, that, while obey- 
You. HL i3 








146 


ing the precepts of the Divine law, in the room and stead of his 
chosen people, he observed them as perfectly, and his obedience 
was as glorious, as if he had been acting as the representative of 
many millions more. And in regard to the second branch, we 
believe, that the great Redeemer, in effecting the salvation of all 
who shall be saved, submitted to as much humiliation, and endu- 
red as extreme misery, as would have been demanded from him. 
on the supposition that the sins of all mankind had been imputed 
to him. He bore the curse of the divine law, the punishment 
due to our sins: and by the infinite dignity of the sufferer, more 
honour was done to the penalty of the law, than would have been 
done to it by the everlasting punishment of our whole race.— 
Hence while the atonement is definite, being intentionally made 
only for those given to Christ by the Father to be redeemed by 
him, it was necessarily in its own nature and intrinsic value, suffi- 
cient for the salvation of every son and daughter of Adam. 

Now, on this infinite work of the atonement, are grounded the 
general invitations and offers of the gospel. In preaching, we 
are not indeed authorized to tell every man that Christ died spe- 
cifically for him, or that an atonement was made for him: but we 
are authorized to say, that the Son of God came to save sinners 
of our race; that he has, in our nature made an atonement for sin, 
suited to the case of human sinners, and that in its intrinsic value, 
it is infinite; and that he is able and willing to save unto the 
uttermost, all that will come to him. On this basis we invite all 
to apply to him for salvation, and tender to all the offers of Di- 
vine mercy ; assuring them that if they will accept the offers made, 
they shall certainly be saved: for the mouth of the Lord has ut- 
tered the promise, and it cannot fail to be accomplished. It will 
follow, then, that if a non-elect person were to believe, he would 
certainly be saved. 

Let this be further illustrated, by adverting to the covenant 
made with Acam, who represented all his natural posterity — 
Such was the nature of that covenant and of his representative 
conduct, tliat had his posterity been two-fold more numerous than 
they in faet w.') be, the consequences of his disobedience would 
extend to them the same destructive influence thet will reach all 
who shall actually descend from him. Similar was the nature of 
the covenant of redemption, and of the work of obedience, done by 
the Saviour as the representative of his people. Had it pleased 
his eternal Father to have increased the number given to him to 


be redeemed, no alteration in his work of suffering and obedi- 
ence would have been required. 
In regard to Adam’s posterity it is true, that as the number had 


been determined on before his apostacy, the number could not 
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be increased after that fatal event; because this would have 
brought evil on immortal beings not originally represented by 
him, and so an act of injustice would have bee done to them.— 
But were the number appointed to salvation to be increased, no 
objection could be made to the increase on the score of injustice; 
because they would be made partakers of a benefit, and not of 
an injury. Besides, were any to whom it was not the Divine in- 
tention to apply the merits of the Redeemer’s death to believe, 
they would, by their faith, be brought into a saving union with 
him; and consequently would come into contact with that blood 
that cleanseth from all sin, and gain an interest in that righteous- 
ness “ which is unto all and upon all them that believe.” Thus 
united to Christ and interested in his merits, they would be shel- 
tered from Divine wrath, and be entitled to eternal life. ‘“ There 
ig therefore, now, no condemnation to them that are in Christ 
Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” 

In this representation, I do not perceive any inconsistency 
with the statements made in my former letter. For whatever 
was said in regard to the connexion between the death of Christ 
and the Divine intention, it was shown, that, in strictness of 
speech, the death of Immanuel is not an atonement to any UNTIL 
\T BE APPLIED; and consequently it follows, as stated above, 
that it will infallibly produce reconciliation between God and 
all and every one, without excepting any individual, who shall 
believe, and thus have its efficacy applied to his soul. 

But will it be objected, that, on the ground on which we rep- 
represent the offers of salvation to be made to the non-elect, 
ihey might be made to devils? We think not, for two reasons: 
lirst, because our commission does not extend to them; and this 
reason our brethren must allow, precludes the offers of salvation 
to damned spirits, for whom, they say, the atonement was made; 
and secondly, because the atonement is not suited to the case of 
devils, not having been made in the nature of angels, but in the 
nature of man. ‘‘Forasmuch then as the children are partakers 
of flesh and blood, he also, likewise took part of the same; that 
through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, 
that is, the devil; and deliver them who through death were all 
their life long subject to bondage. For verily he took not on him 
the nature of angels; but he took on him the seed of Abraham.— 
Wherefore in all things it sEHoovED him to be made like to his 
brethren, that he might be a merciful High Priest in things per- 


taining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people.”’ 
Heb. ii. 14—17. 
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{t now appears, I trust, that, on the plan of definite atonement 
the invitations of the gospel canbe most sincerely given to al) 
who hear it preached; that the offers of salvation can be most 
freely and unreservedly presented to all who will accept them; 
ihat it is the duty of all to believe, because Jehovah commands 
them so todo; and that those who refuse the overtures of mercy, 
and wilfully reject an offered Saviour, will be justly punished 
for their wnbelief, as well as for their other sins. No unbelieve: 
will, in the day of judgment, be able to discover in our views o1 
the atonement, as its opponents imagine, any thing insincere o1 
unreasonable, on which to found a fair excuse for unbelief. Ii 
will then appear, tbat although Christ died to make an atone 
ment for his own people, yet, if others had believed, his death 
would have been an atonement to them also, and would have 
saved them from the curse of God, under which they must for 
ever sink in hopeless misery. 

Very affectionately yours, &e 


EE Ee 
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Sunimary of Religtous Lntelligence. 
EUROPE. 


(ireat Britain —According to the last report of the British and Foreig: 
School Society, it appears that since the commencement of the Society’s ope- 
rations 21 years ago, there have been educated upwards of 240,000 children 
there are 60 assistant Schools in London; at which 10,000 children are receiv 
ing instruction ; the number of schools on this system, in Ireland, is 1761, and 
the number of children educated, is one Aundred thousand. 





Scotland.—The General Assembly of the church of Scotland at their las: 
neeting, appointed a committee to take into consideration the subject of Gre: 
na-green marriages, with a view to their prevention for the future. 


France.—A Roman Catholic Society has been formed at Paris, for support 
ag Roman Catholic missionaries, (Jesuits,) in Asia and America; the con 
‘ributions last year amounted to 80,000 franks,—about 16,000 dollars. 


Malta.—Successful resistance has again been made to Popish imposition: 
at Malta; the fruit, we have no doubt, of the christian firmness of Captain 
Aitchison and Lieutenant Dawson, ona former occasion. Five individual- 
have recently left the Roman Catholic church, and become Protestants. A 
German printer and two missionaries have arrived at Malta; others were ex 
pected to join them, when it is their purpose to set out for Egypt, which is 
their destination. 

—<f=— 


ASIA. 

New South Wailes——A Seminary for New Zealanders has been establishe« 
at this place; Mr. Marsden the principal writes, that five are under his tuition. 
and that this is the place from which the light of the gospel! will shine on many 
islanders of the South Seas. 


Sandwich Islands.—By the last letters from this interesting mission, it con- 
tinues to prosper. In the course of the last year, 16,000 copies of Elementary 
lessons were published, and are nearlyall in use; large churches are building a: 
different places. The females belonging to this mission are exposed to priv 
tions and difficulties peculiarly distressing. Most of them have suffered grea *- 
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ly in their health; ‘‘ within the domestic sphere they have generally been obli- 
ged to do every thing themselves, help from the native females being in a great 
measure out of the question. And under how many painful disadvantages 


they have performed this class of duties it is difficult to conceive and harder to 
describe.” 


Hindostan.—t is reported that 40 villages containing an aggregate of 4000 
juhabitants in the southern part of the Peninsula; which was the scene of 
Swartz’s labours, have renounced idolatry and embraced Christianity. This, 
if true, is certainly important. 


Burmah.—Letters have been received from Burmah, which express a hope 
i\hat missionary labours may soon recommence under favourable circumstances. 


eae 


AFRICA, 
A new station of the Wesleyan Methodists has been formed among the 
Cafrees in South Africa, called Wesleyville. The colony at Liberia was 
aever in a more flourishing condition than it is represented to be in at present. 


a 


AMERICA. 


Methodists.—This society in America, takes the title of the Methodist Epis- 
wpal Church. On the 9th of June, at a meeting of 53 delegates, from differ- 
ut parts of the United States, a Secession was formed from this, on the ground 
hat it is not sufficiently republican in its form of government, and might in 
‘ime endanger our civil institutions! In their secession they retain the former 
articles of religion, but ajter their form of government, so as to have only two 
ders of Ministers—Elders and Deacons. And the legislative power is vest- 


«in anequal representation of Ministers and members, styled, the General 


‘‘onvention of the Methodist Society. 


Labrador. ‘The latest intelligence from the Moravian missionaries on this 
wast states, that the congregation of Esquimaux at Hopedale, consists of 207 
persons, 82 of whom are communicants, and at Okkah 338, of whom 97 are 
ouumunicants. Religion is said to be prospering in these Societies. 

J; The length of most of the papers in this number renders it necessary to 
yortpone some others that have come to hand, and alao, to exclude our View 
af Public Affairs, which we do with the less regret, as there is nothing of im 
yortaance in the last months arrivals. 





Select Religious Lntelligence. 
PASTORAL LETTER, 


Addressed by the Associate Synod of North America, to the people undes 
their care. Philadelphia, 1826. 
BRISTIAN BRETHREN,— 
It has pleased the Great Head of the Church to place you under our 
spiritual care and inspection. Assembled in his good providence to deliber- 
ate on the affairs of God’s house, we now address you on subjects deeply 
interesting to the cause of God, and the salvation of your souls. Your eter- 
nab interests are dear to our hearts, and we trust that you will “ suffer from 
its the word of exhortation,” inthe spirit of christian meekness and love 
jor the truth. 
1. To the professed followers of the Redeemer, we would say, “study 
neart religion.” It isan awfully dangerous thing to have a name to live,and 
yet be spiritually dead. It is not to the surface or outward appearance alone. 
or chiefly, that the Lord looks. He looks tothe heart. He requires truth 
'g the inward parts, and has denounced his high displeasure against those 
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tiypocritical professors, who “ draw nigh to him with their mouths, and hon- 
our him with their lips, while their hearts are removed far trom him.” Such 
is the deceitfulness of the heart, that there is great danger of self-deception 
here. There isa knowledge that puffeth up, as well as a knowledge that 
edefieth. There is a zeal not according to knowledge, as well as a zeal that 
flows from the love of God. There is a form of godliness, where the pow- 
eris wanting. And how often is it the case, that people within the pale of 
the church, satisfy themselves with their profession, accompanied with a 
formal circle of outward performances, while they have no faith, no love, 
no repentance, no desires after God or communion with him. ‘To such, we 
would say, “ Be not deceived. God is not mocked.” These attainments 
wilt not satisfy him, and they should not satisfy you. Knowledge, howev- 
er varied and extensive—a round of outward duty, however punctual— 
zeal, however fervent—a profession, however pure—will, in his estimation, 
be but a poor substitute for the religion of the heart. Christ has said, “ not 
every one that saith unto.me Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of 
heaven, but he that doeth the will of my Father who is in heaven.” Be- 
tieve his declaration, for it is that of infallible truth. 

We would not, however, be understood as intimating, that while we 
watch over the heart, the life er conduct may savely be neglected. For in 
proportion as the heart is pure, the hands will be clean. Wherever the 
heart is right with God, the outward avoiding of sin, and performance oi 
duty, will follow as a matter of course. But what we are warning you 
against is, the satisfying yourselves with this outside religion, while the na- 
tive enmity of the heart against God and holiness, remains unbroken and 
unsubdued. ‘I'hose who are the people of God are * renewed,” not merely 
in the outward man, but “in the spirit of their minds.” They are “new 
ereatures in Christ”—* created anew in Christ Jesus unto good works ;”’ 
and Christ himself has solemnly declared, that “except a man be born 
again, he cannot enterinto the kingdom of God.” Such declarations as 
these, should be the subjects of our solemn and frequent meditation, and we 
should not rest satisfied with any thing short of a well grounded evidence 
that such is the case with us. We exhort you, then, Brethren, to be dili- 
gent in self-examination, and to pray that God would try and search you. 
Rest not contented with the knowledge of the truth, but seek that you may 
experience its transforming power. Not only let your outward conduct be 
in accordance with the law of God, but see to it that you are actuated by 4 
regard for the authority of the Lawgiver. Not only avoid the practice, 
but also the love of sin. Not only attend upon the institutions of God’s ap- 
pointment, but seek cominmunion with Godin them. And in a word, watch 
over your principles of action, as well as your outward deportment ; and la- 
bour to have the principles you profess, transiused into and embodied with, 
the whole man. 

2. While we are urging upon you the necessity of heart religion, we 
would also call upon you to look weli to the principles of your witnessing 
profession. The character of God's peeple is, that they are witnesses fur 
hum, and it greatly concerns them to be well acquainted with the cause in 
which they are calied to give their testimony. The authority of God is en- 
stamped on his truths, as well as upon his precepts, and in disbelieving or 
slighting, the former, we are chargeable with guilt as really, as in violating 
or neglecting the latter. The principle that men are not accountable for 
their belief, strikes at the root of all revealed truth. Whatever mask it 
may assume, it is the very essence of infidelity. 

If God has condescended to give us a revelation of his will, aurely he will 
’ not esteem it a light and trivial matter, whether we know and believe it or 
not. He has commanded us, to “buy the truth and not to sell it.” He has 
assured us that error isof a damning nature. See 2 Thess. ii, 10, 11, 12.—; 
Norare these representations confined to truths which may be called fun 
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damental, but embrace the whole circle of truth as revealed in the book of 
God. The knowledge and belief of the truth, are appointed by divine au- 
thority, to be the great means of sanctification ; and every part of this great 
system of truth contributes its aid to the work. Itis also to be observed, 
that there is such an inseparable connection among all the truths of the gos- 
pel, that the disbelief or denial of any one, tends greatly to the disbelief and 
denial of others. And when the great enemy of truth and godliness wishes 
to subvert the cause of God, he does not usually proceed by leading men to 
impugn or deny fundamental truths. He commonly effects his purpose by 
comparatively small and imperceptible encroachments at first. Were he to 
proceed otherwise, the friends of truth would take the alarm and be on 
their guard. But by lulling their vigilence asleep, in the way now mention- 
ed, he too often gains his point. The history of the church, in all past ages, 
is caleulated to teach us this warning lesson. The most deadly and destruc- 
tive systems of error, that have obtained a footing in the charch, have us- 
ually originated in comparatively small beginnings. Permit us then, dear 
brethren, affectionately to warn you against the danger of cherishing a spi- 
vit of laxness and indifference to any of the truths of the gospel. Study to 
ve well acquainted with the peculiar principles of our witnessing profession. 
livery thing in the profession and practice of religion ought to be made mat- 
ters of conscience, and not a thing of mere convenience or compromise.— 
Nor is there any other way, in which we can faithfully and fully confess 
Christ before men, than by a distinct knowledge, and candid, honest profes- 
sion of whatever he has revealed and injoined. It is the command of the 
church’s Head, that we should “ be always ready to give to every one that 
asketh us, a reason of the hope that is in us, with fear.” And the great in- 
quiry with us, in every thing that concerns our faith and practies, should be 

—not what the views and practices of others are, but what are the decisions 
ot God’s holy oracles? * To the law and to the testimony; if they speak 
not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them.” 

Let not the cry of bigotry or want of charity intimidate or affright you. 
hese terms are often, in our day, wrested from their true application, and 
applied so as to make bigotry to consist in a firm attachment to the truth, 
and charity in a spirit of careless indifierence. Examine our subordinate 
standards then, with a spirit of diligent and independent investigation. We 
are well persuaded that much of the opposition which is made to our Testi- 
mony, arises from ignorance of its true spirit and principles; and that, the 
more it is examined and understood, the more clearly will its principles be 
‘ound to accord with the word of Ged. 

3. But itis not sufficient that you know, believe, and profess the truths 
4 God yourselves. Many of you are heads of families, and as such, have 
ihe care of precious souls committed to your management. Your children 
and servants should be trained up in the fear of God. And you cannot 
irain them up for him, without instructing them in the principles of divine 
truth. ‘The command of God*is imperative in this matter. “These words 
which | command thee this day, shall be intthine heart; and thou shalt teach 
them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when sittest in 
thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, 
aud when thou risest up.” Deut. vi. 6, 7. The faithfulness of God is 
pledged that a succession of witnesses for his cause shall be continued 
through every age. In fulfilling this promise, he makes use of the instru- 
mentality of men. He commands, and he excites his professing people to 
ieach their children the things of God. This is the method which he has 
always adopted. “ For he-appointed a law in Jacob,” &c. Psalm, lxxviil. 
5, 6. Universal experience teaches, that where parental instruction is with- 
held from youth, there the fruits of ignorance and indifference are to be ex- 
pected in riper years. Instances of the reverse occasionally occur, but they 
sre so rare as to establish, rather than oppose, the general prineiple. And, 
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we cannot but view it asone among the many unfavourable symptoms in 
the state of religion at the present day, that the good old practice of family 
catechising has fallen so much into disuse. We earnestly call your atten- 
tion to this, as one of the most effectual means that can be employed for 
laying the foundation of knowledge and piety, deep and solid. And we 
would farther rimind you, of the obligation that you are under to instruct 
your children, not only in the general principles of religion, but in the pe- 
culiar and distinguishing principles of our witnessing profession. If you 
in your consciences believe the cause you have espoused, to be the cause of 
God, surely you cannot consistently veiw it as unimportant, whether your 
children understand, espouse, and maintain it, or not. It should be your 
earnest study, that when you are called from the field, your descendants 
may be prepared to step forward and fill your place in the ranks, and fight 
ihe Lord’s battles. Perhaps there is nothing that, in our day, contributes 
more to perpetuate ignorance of divine truth, and indifference respecting it, 
than the generally prevalent neglect of family instruction. This evil- ap- 
pears rapidly to be gaining ground. See to it, Brethren, that your garments 


are kept clean in this respect. And however unfashionable such a course 


tuay appear, let it be your care that your children may know, and (as far as 
ies within your power) maintain, the testimony of the Lord. 

1. The duties of family instruction, and family worship, are very closely 
-onnected and exert a mutual influence upon each other. It is greatly to 
'e lamented that the latter, has fallen so much unto disuse, as well as the 
tormer, althogh not to the same extent. Wherever personal religion is sin- 
cere and genuine, family religion will attend it; and we cannot easily con- 
veive of any thing that deserves the name of family religion, in a household, 
where God is not worshipped. It isa very solemn consideration, that God 
nas classed the neglecters of this duty with the heathen that know him not. 
~ Pour out thy fury wpon the heathen that know thee not, and on the families 
ihat call not on thy name.” And a very foreible reason is assigned for this 
dennunciation, viz: this, *For they have eaten up Jacob.” The neglect 
ot family worship eats the vitals out of religion, and leaves it a lifeless car- 
vase, Brethren, against such neglect, we would most solemnly warn you, 
us dangerous to your own souls, to the rising gneneration, and to the cause 
God. Both the reason of the case and universal experience teach us, 

ict the influence of this duty upon all the other duties of family religion, 
.s very powerful ; and the observance or neglect of it will produce a lasting 
effect on the minds and habits of all, especially the young. God’s presence 
will not dwell in, nor his blessing rest upon, a prayerless family. Would 
you, then, have the approbation and blessing of God?. would you desire 
that your children should be fearers of the Lord? would you wish to have 
the cause of God prosper? would you be faithful to your own solemn en- 
yagements? then make your houses the temples of God, where the morn- 
ing and evening sacrifice, shall statedly ascend. And let this be your rule 
of deciding in the case, that you will admit no excuses a plea for its neglect, 
which you cannot safely carry to God’s throne, and there plead, as sanction- 
e:| by his own authority. 

5. The ordinances of the sanctuary are among the leading means which 
(.od has put in operation for carrying on his work in the souls of men. They 
are appOinted to be mediums of intercourse between God and the souls of 
men. They are channels of conveyance in which streams of divine bissings 
fbw. It cannot surely, then, be considered a matter of little moment, wheth- 
er men attend upon them or not. It is a subject of deep regret, that there is 
vo much of a spirit of indifference in this respect, manifested towards gospel 
ordinances. We cannot but view it asa decided mark, that religion is very 
‘ow where sucha spiritexists. The authority of God is enstamped upon hiv. 
ordinances, and he will not hold that man guiltless, who treats them with neg- 

ect. The people of God, inevery age, have been lovers of God’s ordinances. 
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* How amiable are thy tabernacles, O Lord God of Hosts !”—‘* Blessed av- 
they that dwell in thy house, they will be still praising thee.”—* A day in thy 
courts is better than a thousand. I had rather be a door-keeper in the house 
of my God, than to dwell in the tents of wieneceer. The spirit of true re- 
ligion is well exemplified by David, in the xxviith Psalm, “ One thing I have 
desired of the Lord, that will I seek after, that 1 may dwell in the house ot 
the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord and enquire 
in his temple.” We affectionately entreat you, Brethren, to cherish the same 
spirit. The higher that your relish for gospel ordinances is, the more of the 
life of God you will attain. Encourage the hearts, and strengthen the hands 
of your pastors, by waiting diligently and attentively upon their labours in 
the sanctuary. Endeavour to take God along with you there. Seek his pre- 
sence and the light of his countenance. These he has promised, and we nev- 
er attend his ordinances with a right frame of mind, if we are not influenced 
both by a regard to his authority as our warrant, and to his promise as ow 
encouragement. And in order that gospel ordinances may be profitable to your 
let your daily and fervent prayers ascend in behalf of those who minitesr to 
you in holy things. “ Brethren, pray for us,” was an injunction laid upon th 
professors of Christ’s name, even in the case of inspired men; and surely the 
duty is at least equally imperative in the case of those who have no such 
aids as those of inspiration. When a spirit of prayer for their pastor shall 
be widely diffused among the followers of Jesus, then, and not till then, may 
we expect “ the wilderness to become a fruitful ficld, and the desert to rejoice 
and blossom as the rose.” 

While however we urge upon you the importance of attendiag upon the 
ordinances of divine grace, we would also remind you, that it is not every 
thing which men may call an ordinance of God that deserves the name. No- 
thing will be recognised by him as such, which he has not apppointed. “in 
vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.” 
The spirit of the second commandment, forbids all worship, not only which is 
positively forbidden, but also that which is not commanded. And it is only in 
so far, as we in our consciences believe any worship to be authorised, by God, 
and are influenced by a regard to his authority, that our worship will be ac- 
cepted. Guard against the contamination of that prevailing spirit which leads 
so many to believe that any thing will be acceptable to God which their own 
fancy dictates. God will never accept what he has not appointed, nor will he 
bless what has not the signature of his high authority. And when the means: 
of grace are attended by you, see to it, that the milk which yo desire is the 
sincere or unadulterated milk of the word. Remember the prohibition, “Cease 
< son to hear the instruction which causeth to err from the words of know- 
ledge. 

While adverting to the subject of prayer, we would earnestly call your at- 
tention to social meetings for prayer and christian conference, The church’s 
brightest seasons have been always marked with a spirit of regard to such 
meetings, and on the other hand, it has generally been the case that, as reli- 
zion has declined, these have fallen into disuse, or been carelesly attended.— 
‘The exercises now recommended, have received the divine approbation and 
sanction. ‘ They that feared the Lord spake often one to another, and the 
Lord hearkened and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before 
nim,” &c. They are sanctioned by the example of the primitive Christians. 
See Acts i.14. They have been precious to the souls of God’s people, in al! 
ages, and Christian expereince has born testimony to their utility and value. 

6. To those who are office-bearers among you, we would say, your station 
Brethren, is one.of high responsibility, and of serious difficulty. You need the 
wisdom of the serpent joined to the harmlessness of the dove. To you many 
eyes are directed, and it may be said of every owe of you, that “ you are set 
for the rise or fall of some in Israel.”” Much of the extent of duty incumbent 
on ruling elders, seems to be generally forgotten in the present day. It is gen- 
erally thought that enough is done, provided they meet in a judicial capacity, 
and determine causes that come before them as a court of Christ’s house.— 
And certainly this is the most prominent part of your work; but if this be al| 
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‘hat is done, comparatively little will be done by you for the cause of God and 
Zion. To your office it belongs to be examples to the flock, to visit the sick, 
to comfort mourners, to instruct the ignorant by whatever private means are 
competent to you, to warn the unruly, to strengthen the weak, to confirm the 
wavering; and in a word, to exercise a general superintendence over the spi- 
ritual concerns of the flock. There is no doubt, that in the faithful discharge 
of your trust, you will have difficulties to encounter; and that your efforts, in- 
stead of being appreciatad as they ought, and viewed in kindness as they are 
made, will be viewed as officious and meddling. But such difficulties as these 
will in some measure be overcome, by a steady and prudent perseverance in 
the path of your duty. Much will be done to disarm prejudice, by persever- 
ingly combining in your deportment, firmness and meekness, and by exempli- 
fying, in your practice, yourown rules. And whatever may be the issue in 
respect to others, you will, in such a course, have the approbation of him who 
is the Head of all your authority, and whose favour is better than life. We 
would say, then, to you, what the apostle says to the elders of Ephesus, * Take 
eed to yourse!ves, and to all the flock over which the Holy Ghost has made 
you everseers.” 

7. There are many among you who are in the morning of life. To such, we 
would affectionately say, “Remember your Creator in the days of your 
youth.” You are the rising hope of the future church, and therefore, we can- 
not but feel a deep interest in your welfare. To you we must look forward 
for a succession of witnesses to transmit the cause of God and truth to suc- 
ceeding ages, when your fathers are gone to the house of silence. And shall 
we look in vain? We fondly cherish the hope that the grace of God will 
touch the hearts of many among you, and form you for himself to shew forth 
his praise. But remember that he carries on his work by means of his own 
prescription, and the earlier these are employed, the more comfortable hope 
there is, that they will be attended with success. Read and examine the o1- 
acles of God for yourselves. Examine the principles which we have publicly 
espoused. Try them by the unerring test of God’s word. And as you must 
give an account to God for your faith and profession and practice, decide and 
act as in the eye of the omniscient and heart-searching God. Be not carried 
away by the torrent of fashion. Remember the divine prohibition, “* Be not 
conformed to the world :” and remember also the declarafion, ** He that will 
be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.” Your faith will be beset with 
many snares and temptations of various kinds. Be on your guard against 
them. ‘“ Be sober and vigilant.” And remember thatit is only by strength 
ierived from above, that you can be safe. Be not ashamed of the name and 
cause of Christ. He has said, “ Whosoever shall confess me before men, 
him will I also confess before my Father who isin heaven; but whosoever is 
ashamed of me and of my words, of him shall the Son of Man be ashamed, 
when he cometh in the glory of his Father, with the holy angels.” We entreat 
you, then, to take your firm and decided stand among the witnesses for Christ. 
And let your profession and practice coincide. Show to the world that you 
are in good earnest, by acting according to the spirit of your profession ; so 
that others seeing you, may “ take knowledge of you, that you have been with 
Jesus.” Thus, when our heads are laid in the dust, you will be prepared to 
maintain the Lord’s cause, and transmit it pure and untarnished to succeed- 
Ng ages. 

Grace, mercy, and peace, be with you. 


i 


THE TRUE REFORMED DUTCH CHURCH. 


‘This body was organized ag a secession from the Reformed Dutch Church, 
in October, 1822. Among other things, they state, as grounds of their seces- 
sion, “ The universal laxness of discipline, which prevails in the Reformed 
Dutch Church ; the sufferance of error especially Hopkinsian heresies without 
censure; the prevalence of inter-communion with ministers and people oi 
other denominations, who are not sound in the faith; mal-administration in 
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church government, and refusing to take steps to recover the church from 
these evils and defections. For such reasons as these, ata meeting of six 
Ministers, with Elders and Deacons, they adopted the following Declaration 
as their declinature from the Reformed Dutch Church, and the instrument o} 
their association as a Secession from her. 


““ WE, the undersigned, Ministers, Elders, and Deacons, finding our patience 
exhausted, and viewing with the most sensible regret the prevalence of the er- 
rors, offences, and irregularities above stated, and that all practicable endeav- 
ours to remove them have been frustrated; considering also, with the most 
solemn impression on our minds that when,we entered our sacred offices res- 
pectively, we have sworn to maintain and defend the doctrine and discipline 
of the Reformed Dutch Church at every hazard, have unanimously agreed to 
restore the Church to its original purity, and, together with the congregations 
under our care, do unite in declaring ourselves the True Reformed Dutch 
Church in the United States of America ; and as a rule of our faith and prac- 
tice, to abide by all the standards ratified and established in the National 
Synod, held at Dortdrecht in the years 1618 and 1619, without the least alte- 
ration, viz: The Word of God asthe Supreme Law. The Netherland Con- 
fession of Faith. The Canons. The Liturgy. The Heidlebergh Catechism, 
and the rules of church government; by which act, we do not separate from, 
but remain the identical Reformed Dutch Church, 

For the justice and propriety of our conduct, and the purity of our motives 


and intentions we appeal to the Great Head of the Church and Searcher of 
all hearts, and invoke his divine blessing. 


Done at Schraalenburgh, October 24th, 1822.” 


In 1824 their numbers had encreased so much that they formed themselves 
iuto a Synod, consisting of three classes. (A classisin the Dutch Church, 
corresponding to a Presbytery in the Presbyterian.) They now number twen- 
ty-one churches, and twelve ministers.—In their judicia] capacity, they have 
condemned the Hopkinsian heresy, as contrary to the scriptures, and their 
approved standards; as also the marriage of a deceased wife’s sister, as in- 
cestuous, and directed process against all such within their jurisdiction, as 
form such a connexion. At their last meeting they turned their attention 
to the subject of Psalmody. The committee appointed on this subject pre- 
sented a long report in which they pointedly express their disapprobation of 


human compositions, and on due deliberation, offered for the consideration of 
Synod one of three things. 


1. “As to the version now in use, to discard at once all the unscriptural 
hymns, and all the imitatory and erroneous psalms, and continue the use of 
the present book, so amended. Or, 

2. To adopt the Scotch version, with an amendment of the metre. Or, 

3. To divide the book of Psalms among the clerical members of Synod, 
with an injunction to make or obtain a sound version of such portion as may 
be assigned to each, and to report at the next meeting of the General Synod. 

After deliberation a committee was appointed “to examine the different 
versions extant of the inspired Psalms in verse; to make a selection from the 
same, in their discretion, of the one hundred fifty psalms versified, and suggest 
such alterations as they may deem necessary :—Also that they make a similar 
selection of a versification of the Ten Commandments, the Lord’s Prayer, the 
Twelve Articles of the Christian faith, the songs of Mary, Zacharias, and Sim- 
eon; and suggest alterations, if necessary, and report at the next meeting of 
Genera! Synod.” 

This society since their secession from the Dutch Church has been the object 
of much censure from their former brethren; even by some of them, who we 
know sincerely love the truth and regret the entrance of error into a church, 
once famed for her soundness in the faith. The opinion of these is, that theix 
secession has been characterized by a degree of rashness and indiscretion, and 
that it would have been better, had they continued in the communion of the 
Church, and joined their efforts with those of their brethren who are desirous 
to effect a reformation of existing evils, than to render themselves incapable of 
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sich exertion by withdrawing ‘from her communion ; ‘and to weaken the hands 
of those who formerly united with them in contending for the cause of truth. 
As to the correctness of these opinions, we are not sufficiently acquainted with 
circumstances to enable us to forma judgment. Separation froma church is a 
step of vast importance and should never be taken without first making every pos- 
sible exertion to effect a reformation. But if this cannot be effected, if long and 
persevering and rightiy conducted efforts prove unavailing, and a church is bent 
on backsliding, it is not only the privilege but the duty of persons to separate 
from such a church, for the maintainance of the truth, and for ‘** keeping pure 
} and entire” the ordinances of worship. On this principle, our Protestant fore- 
; fathers separated from the Church of Rome. And on this principle our fa- 
thers in the Secession acted, when, for the purpose of maintaining the doctrine, 
worship and discipline of the Church of Scotland, they felt themselves under 
the necessity of separating from the corrupt judicatures of that Church. 

Whatever may be said of the Secession from the Reformed Dutch Church, 
as to the manner of their proceeding in this important measure, it must give 
pleasure to all the friends of truth, to witness their prompt condemnation of 
prevailing errors, and their earnest contending for the faith once delivered to 
the saints. 








APOCRYPHA CONTROVERSY. 


The unhappy controversy which has divided the friends of th 
British and Foreign Bible Society, respecting the Apocrypha, and which 
3 has already injured its revenue, does not appear to be entirely settled. The 
i resolution of the Board, passed in November last, declaring, ‘‘ that the fund. 
of the society be applied to the printing and circulation of the Canonical 
»00ks of scriptuse to the exclusion of the Apocrypha,” is unsatisfactory t 
those who are from principle opposed to the circulation of the Apocrypha! 
h: books by Bible societies; hecause,though the funds of the Societyshall not be ap- 
plied directly to this object; yet, it is plain that any grant of money or o! 
| Bibles to the continental Societies which are in the practice of circulating 
the Apocrypha, indirectly affords to such societies the means of printing anc 
circulating the errors of the Apocrypha, and enable them to devote the whole 
or a greater part of their funds to this object, much of which would otherwise 
be employed in printing and circulating the inspired books themselves. For 
some years past, this has actually been done by Foreign Societies. And to 
secure the object to its full extent for which the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety is pledged tothe public inher constitution, it is contended that neither 
directly nor indirectly ought her funds to be employed in promoting the circu- 
lation of the Apocrypha. The Edinburgh Bible Society which has taken the 
lead in this controversy has therefore unanimously 

Resolved, ‘“‘ That the Resolution of the committee of the British and For- 
eign Bible Society of November last, is unsatisfactory,” and * that it does not 
appear that any thing can restore the Bible Society to the purity of its original 
object, which does not put an effectual check upon the circulation, by means 
of its funds, directly or indirectly, of those books which are declared to be 
uncanonical; and that to carry into effect this principle, it is necessary that 
grants of money or books should be given only to those Societies which profess 
to circulate the inspired books, and the inspired books alone ; and that while: 
without it, the Bible Societies are actually doing what is wrong in itself, they~ 
are at the same time breaking faith with their subscribers, who have entrusted ~ 
them with such ample means for the distribution of the Scriptures. A depu- 
tation from the British and Foreign Bible Society was sent to Scotland, last “~ 
winter, butas they had no power to pledge any change in the measures of the 
parent Society, their mission was unavailing; and the Societies in Scotland 
adhere to their former resolution, to withdraw their contributions till such time 
as satisfactory security for their proper use is afforded. Unless this is done, 
. the Societies in Scotland, with as many as approve of their measures, will gu 
‘nto Operation as a separate institution. 
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